GS222: ELEVATE!
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Course Description
GS222: CC Elevate is an adjunct course designed to support students with their transition to and
success through Colorado College. This first year of the adjunct helps students create a critical sense of belonging, reflect on their learning and disciplinary/interdisciplinary traditions, learn the tools to make informed decisions, and take agency to engage fully in their CC experience. Part of this belonging comes from shared reflection on the CC Common Read. 

Students who successfully complete this course will earn .25 units of CC credit per semester enrolled.

Required Texts
bell hooks Belonging: A Culture of Place (New York: Routledge, 2009)

All other readings are available on Canvas. 

Course Goals
Students who successfully complete GS 222 will 
· Develop a sense of community with a cohort of incoming CC students and create continuity
in their learning experience across their first semester.
· Identify their strengths as a learner and articulate strategies for academic success on the
block.
· Identify their values, interests, and strengths and connect them to personal and academic
goals.
· Understand the purpose and structure of the Colorado College General Education curriculum and how the CC curriculum can help them achieve their goals.
· Understand the academic, wellness,  resources available to CC students

Attendance policy/Wellness pledge 
Because a central goal of this course is for students to reflect on their experiences in the context of a peer community and because this course is designed for all readings and assignments to be done within the class period, it is imperative that students attend all classes unless being granted prior, written approval by the instructor. Excused absences from class are allowed for reasons relating to academic conflicts with your block class (e.g., field trips, labs, etc…), authorized College commitments (e.g., Athletics), and illness. However, even in these cases, students are expected to email the instructor in advance to notify the instructor of the conflict.  
 
All students will be allowed one, free unexcused absence (“Wellness day”) per semester without impacting their overall grade.  
 
For all absences (excused or wellness day) students are still expected to submit their in-class assignment via Canvas within 24 hours of the original class meeting. For unexcused absences, students do not need to complete the in-class activity or assignment but will receive no credit for the day’s work. 
 
Assignments and grading 
This course uses a labor-based grading system, which emphasizes the completion (rather than evaluation) of specific assignments to demonstrate mastery of learning outcomes.  
 
Grading Scale: 
 
The grading scale for GS222 is as follows: 
 
A: Attends all classes and completes all in-class assignments to the required standard or, in the case of excused absences or a student’s wellness day, successfully completes and submits all in-class assignments within 24 hours of the class meeting. 
 
A-: Has one unexcused absence (not including a student’s wellness day), turns in one assignment past the excused absence/wellness day deadline, or does not complete one assignment to the required standard. 
 
B: Has two unexcused absences (not including a student’s wellness day), turns in two assignments past the excused absence/wellness day deadline, or does not complete two assignments to the required standard. 
 
B-: Has three unexcused absences (not including a student’s wellness day), turns in three assignments past the excused absence/wellness day deadline, or does not complete three assignments to the required standard. 
 
C: Has four unexcused absences (not including a student’s wellness day), turns in four assignments past the excused absence/wellness day deadline, or does not complete four assignments to the required standard. 
 
C-: Has five unexcused absences (not including a student’s wellness day), turns in five assignments past the excused absence/wellness day deadline, or does not complete five assignments to the required standard. 
 
D: Has six unexcused absences (not including a student’s wellness day), turns in six assignments past the excused absence/wellness day deadline, or does not complete six assignments to the required standard. 
 
F: Has seven or more unexcused absences (not including a student’s wellness day), turns in seven or more assignments past the excused absence/wellness day deadline, or does not complete seven or more assignments to the required standard. 
 
Grading Notes: 
 
· All assignments completed to the required standard (i.e., the expectations outlined in each assignment) will be automatically given full credit.  
· Late assignments, or those that do not meet the required standard will receive no credit. 
· A student’s grade can also be impacted by the Attendance Policy (see below). 
 
Submitting Work:  
 
All homework is to be submitted via Canvas on the dates/times and in the format identified. Please submit all written work in 12-point, Times New Roman font and double-spaced. 
 
Class expectations 
 
Accessibility: The instructors are committed to creating a learning environment that meets the needs of its diverse student body. If you anticipate or experience any disability-related barriers to learning in this course, please discuss your concerns and approved accommodations with me by day 1 of class.  We would like us to discuss ways to ensure your full participation in the course. If you have not already done so, please connect with Accessibility Resources (Armstrong 219, 719-227-8285), the office responsible for coordinating accommodations and services for students with disabilities. 
 
Respect for Diversity, Equity & Inclusivity: The instructors hope and expect that all students from all diverse backgrounds and perspectives be well served by this course, that students' learning needs be addressed both in and out of class, and that the diversity that students bring to this class is appreciated as a resource and asset. While we expect there to be rigorous discussion and even disagreement during our class discussions, we ask that you engage in discussion with care and empathy for the other members of the classroom. Aim to disagree without becoming disagreeable. In this class, we will not shy away from the uncomfortable. We urge you to have the courage to be uncomfortable in this class. In exchange for your courage, we will work to ensure a brave classroom space that supports your taking these intellectual and emotional risks.  
 
Pronouns and Preferred Names: To create an inclusive space both in and outside the classroom, I welcome students to share their preferred names and their pronouns with me in class, during office hours, or via email correspondence. Students are also welcome to update their names in Canvas to indicate their preferred name and pronouns for the course.  
 
Honor Code: We take violations of the Honor Code very seriously and will not hesitate to report any suspected infringements to the Honor Council. We will try to be clear about the ways the Honor Code applies to specific assignments, but if you are unsure, please ask.  

	Date
	Theme
	Reading Due & Class Plan
	End of Class Outcomes

	(change your dates) Aug 28
Block 1 Week 1
	The Block and Belonging
	“Preface: To Know Where I’m Going” and “Kentucky is my Fate” from Belonging. 
An in-class exercise about what experiences you’re bringing from your “home” that will shape what kind of work you’re beginning to do at CC
	Meet cool folks. 

	Sept 4
Block 1 Week 2
	The Block and Belonging
	Watch “The Block Plan” documentary before class: (https://www.coloradocollege.edu/basics/blockplan/2020/index.html). 
In small groups, choose one of the Block Plan stories, and evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the Block. 

Individual exercise: look at your Block 1 syllabus and workout the pacing of the course/major assignments due/reading expectations, etc. 
	By end of class, students will have an annotated syllabus and a booked resource appointment.

	Sept 11
Block 1 Week 3
	The Block and Belonging
	What is a “hidden curriculum”? Read bell hooks “Introduction: Teaching to Transgress” from Teaching to Transgress: Education as the Practice of Freedom
Revisit your Block 1 syllabus. Identify moments that feel like the “hidden curriculum” might have gotten in your way. Now that you almost have a block under your belt, what do you know differently about how a college syllabus works? What might you have done differently this Block? 
	Students will reflect on how they might engage early next block when entering a new course with a new instructor and new syllabus. 

	Sept 25
Block 2 Week 1
	Bodies-Minds, and Wellness 
	bell hooks Belonging (Chps 3-5, p 25-52) Reflect on how and where bell hooks finds joy and relief. What does she need to reset, recharge, and find resiliency?
Wellness Wheel Activity
	Begin to analyze their wellness and health patterns and identify ways to nourish those needs on campus

	Oct 2
Block 2 Week 2
	Bodies-Minds and Wellness
	Read Alice Wong’s “One of Those Aha Moments” and “Why Disabled People Drop Out” from Year of the Tiger: An Activist’s Life (2022)
Analyze Accessibility Resources website, noting forms of accommodations: what’s available, when, and how is it accessed. 
[https://www.coloradocollege.edu/offices/accessibilityresources/student-resources/accommodations/index.html] 

	Understand that disabilities are complex, and access needs may vary. Identify appropriate campus resources and how/when to request accommodations. 

	Oct 9
Block 2 Week 3
	Your Values and Your Work: Education Autobiographies
	Richard Wright “The Library Card,” Black Boy (American Hunger), 1945
Examine the roles structural/systemic oppressions have on how learners access education. 
Set up the assignment prompt for Educational Autobiographies. 
	Begin articulating intellectual and academic traditions, identifying one’s academic history.

	Oct 23
Block 3 Week 1
	Education Autobiographies
	Gloria Anzaldúa “How to Tame a Wild Tongue” from Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza (1987)
Reflect on the role of multilingual classrooms, heritage language use, and resisting shame in multilingual communication. 
	Reflect on the politics of language use and begin drafting your educational autobiography

	Oct 30
Block 3 Week 2
	Education Autobiographies
	bell hooks “A Place Where the Soul Can Rest,” “Aesthetic Inheritances,” and “Piecing It All Together” in Belonging: A Culture of Place 
Examine upcoming courses. 
Book an appointment with Advising Hub
(pre-reg season)
	Start to map where you find community and belonging. 
Develop a list of courses you could see yourself in for next semester.

	Nov 6
Block 3 Week 3
	Finding Your Way In/To Majors/Minors
	Adrienne Rich, “What Does A Woman Need to Know?” Commencement Speech from Smith College, 1979.

(pre-reg season)
	Draft a list of research questions that interest you. Identify what departments could help you explore those questions

	Nov 27
Bolck 4
Week 1
	Finding Your Way In/To Majors/Minors
	Koritha Mitchell “Belief and Performance, Morrison and Me” from Toni Morrison: Forty Years in the Clearing 
Discuss how reading Toni Morrison allowed Mitchell to see herself in her coursework and gave her a pathway to a PhD. 
Using department syllabi, where might you see yourself reflected in the curriculum? Where do you think your experiences and perspectives could add to the curriculum (where would you like to make your change)
(pre-reg season)
	Create a short list of upcoming courses you could register for. 

	Dec 4
Block 4 Week 2
	
	bell hooks “Healing Talk” and “Habits of the Heart” in Belonging 
Again, it is by reading and being in dialogue that bell hooks finds a space to create, heal, and work towards justice. 
	

	Dec 11
Block 4
Week 3
	
	
Vision Boarding! 
Reflecting on your 1st 4 Blocks
	Identifying next steps towards declaring a major next year. 



