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COLORADO COLLEGE HOSTS ‘FOREVER FOREIGN: ASIAN AMERICA, GLOBAL ASIA, AND THE PROBLEM OF ANTI-ASIAN RACISM’
A year-long series culminates with keynote lectures by two Pulitzer prize-winning Asian-American writers and public intellectuals.
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – Feb. 28, 2021 – The year-long “Forever Foreign” series is bringing notable scholars, authors, and films to the Colorado College campus and surrounding community. Its goal is to center the perspectives and voices of the Asian diaspora communities and deepen the ongoing conversations on antiracism.
Later this spring, Colorado College will welcome two Pulitzer prize-winning Asian-American writers and public intellectuals — Viet Thanh Nguyen and Ayad Akhtar — for keynote lectures.
In their work, both Nguyen, author of “The Sympathizer” and “The Committed,” and Akhtar, author of  “Homeland Elegies,” write evocatively about the legacies of America’s two longest wars and the intersections of violence, migration/displacement, memory, and racism.  

Following the mass killing of Asian-Americans in Atlanta on March 16, 2021, an act of violent anti-Asian racism that shook the nation, a group of CC faculty felt it would be helpful to host a series of events that highlight the histories, narratives, and voices from Asian societies and of Asian diaspora communities in the United States to increase knowledge and awareness of these communities. 

Yogesh Chandrani, assistant professor of religion and Asian studies, is the primary organizer of “Forever Foreign.”
“This year marks the 20th anniversary of the war on terror, and thus, a public event that brings together two leading writers to share their work and thought on questions of war, migration, and memory would be particularly apt,” said Chandrani. “The series and its lectures will contribute to the broader conversation on anti-Asian racism by situating the problem within its global contexts and add to the ongoing conversation to transform Colorado College into an antiracist institution.”

Chandrani and other faculty and staff are also hosting reading groups ahead of the keynote speakers’ visits to campus. These are opportunities for students, faculty, and staff to come together to discuss the visiting authors’ works.

Additional details along with a full schedule of speakers and reading groups are available here. While reading groups are closed to the public, the keynote speaker presentations, April 5 and 7, are free and open to community members. 
About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. In 1970 the college created the Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,300 undergraduate students take one class at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. A master of arts in teaching degree also is offered.  Creativity & Innovation, The Arts at CC – which also emcompasses the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center at Colorado College – and the college’s antiracism commitment are among key initiatives. For more information, visit www.coloradocollege.edu
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