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$50,000 PRIZE SHARED BY THREE STUDENT TEAMS

IN ENTREPRENEURSHIP COMPETITION

 “The Big Idea” Draws 28 Competing Teams 
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – April 4, 2013 – Colorado College today announced the winners of its $50,000 entrepreneurship competition, The Big Idea, during a combination pitch session and award ceremony in the Richard F. Celeste Theatre at the Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center.
In January, CC launched The Big Idea, in which students presented their entrepreneurial proposals, or “The Big Idea,” to a judging panel in hopes of winning $50,000 to launch their venture. Twenty-eight teams submitted proposals.
On Thursday, the teams learned which five among them would be finalists, and those five teams presented in front of an audience of about 400. After the presentations, the judges deliberated and determined the awards. 

In first place, winning $38,000, was Trevor Barron’s and Jesse Marble’s team, Brayn. Their goal was to create the world's first pocket EEG (brain monitoring) platform; they impressed the judges by demonstrating a working prototype at Thursday’s event. Their product would allow people with epilepsy to track, manage, and eventually predict their epilepsy events using their smartphone and an unobtrusive scalp monitor. 

Second place, along with $10,000, went to Francisco Castro’s project, Artizan of the Andes. Castro’s project aims to create luxury accessories from traditional handicrafts and products. Castro plans to assist marginalized rural populations of Ecuador by creating a market and incentivizing producers with technical and creative assistance to produce high-quality handicraft products.

Winning third place and $2,000, was City Roots, a team made up of Fredrik Lindseth, Jeremy Harlam, and Sara Birmingham. City Roots plans to sell fresh, local, healthy fish and produce using aquaponics, the farming of both fish and produce in a closed system that they say will lower cost and increase yield.

To be eligible, a Big Idea business proposal had to be the original idea of the student applicant, as well as a new, student-generated business that demonstrated innovative thinking or approaches in any subject area or industry.
“The program was started to gauge student interest in entrepreneurial opportunities,” said Coordinator of Innovation and Incubation Stephen Kaczmarek, a 1989 graduate of Colorado College who worked with President Jill Tiefenthaler and Dean of Students Mike Edmonds on the trial program. “The focus is on the teaching/learning experience vs. the prize money.” The goal was to allow any student with an idea, regardless of the student’s major, the opportunity to develop a business plan and compete. 
The Big Idea judges: 
· David van Diest “Van” Skilling, past chairman and CEO of Experian Corporation, which he formed after 27 years with TRW, where he was an executive vice president. Skilling is a 1955 graduate of Colorado College and has an MBA from Pepperdine University. He is past president and a current member of the Colorado College Board of Trustees. He teaches frequently as a visiting lecturer at CC in the Schlessman Executive-in-Residence Program.

· Matthew Burkley, CEO of Genscape, a real-time information services company for the commodities and energy sector. Previously he was chief financial officer and president of the sales and trading division of Thomson Reuters. Burkley is a 1993 graduate of Colorado College and he holds an MBA from Harvard Business School.

· Hattie Hill, businesswoman, author, professional speaker and international management consultant to business executives. Hill was named one of the 2011 Forbes Top Texas Women in Business, and she is often quoted in national media on human relations in corporate America.

· Eric Murdoch, a classically trained actor who has worked extensively in theater, film and television in New York and Los Angeles. Murdoch is a 2004 graduate of Colorado College who has a master of fine arts degree from Brown University.

· Melanie Auguste, who will graduate in June with an MBA from the UCLA Anderson School of Management and a juris doctor degree from UCLA School of Law. She is a 2009 graduate of Colorado College, where she was also a Rhodes Scholar nominee, the Josten’s Women’s DIII National Player of the Year, SCAC Woman of the Year, and consensus All-American.  Previously she worked for the National Basketball Association, Wasserman Media Group, Fox Sports International, Nike, and the Arizona Court of Appeals.
For more information, go to: http://www.coloradocollege.edu/offices/studentlife/big-idea.dot
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