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> The 1908, Vaii: Briggle: Poftery;  situated: on-; I
“land given fo the Pottery By General William J.>
 Palmer, is.a remarkable éxpression of the period: | .
and a- showcase for. the unique falents- of the-. : “E ;
- architéct as. well- as:the. artists:whose -work - it:: “ e~ Wi A
- would hm“m S S il P rvee S NGER 2
'" Th'ﬂ edrly - ‘ -m‘“ﬁﬂ“!fs:&iﬂmt!t :Eﬂ‘. aal= e IOLCEL [ Teigee" i - TS -
“#xcellent lzxampfe_uf the work of Colorado:: = %%
- Springs drchitect Nicolaas: van dén-Arend. To- ssssses 2 8 B
~distingdish the -building > from the comifion. = uuul k. | AT, _
- factory aﬁu’&nﬂue. of mdBt_other potteries-of- B ora ehes 2
the day, the architect produced &-building:reptesentative of the Arts and Crafts:
“movement, reminiscent of the Flérish farmhouses of his native land, afid reflective:
- of Artus Van Briggle's dncestry and artistry. = (‘_}3“ e SR h =
~ In designing its. plant, the Van Briggle Pottery Company tolisciously: sought to.
‘différentiate itself from othér- manufactuting facilities. Thé company %:tendedf to.
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~create a visually stimuldting #nd beautiful building that”would attract-visitors and-

inspire its workers, providing a canvas for thé display of its art tiles- and:
- architectardl terra cotta products;=all whilé: incorporating dhd. ackfowledging the
-natural settifig of the building. Thé success in achieving thése goals was recognized.

-at the time of the building's cotnpletion and continues to-be appreciated today.

The buildinig displays high artistic qualities exhibited in thousands of art tiles-ahd
-fefra cofta architectural featres adorning its walls, the picturesque qualities of its
consfruction and its reldtionship to the sefting. These décorative cofnponents. of the.
Van Briggle-building reflect the Arts afid Crafts disdain of mass-gmduceﬂ 00ds and
preference for handcraftsmanship;- while -the -brick walls and_stone foundation
-display a ‘desifed solidity and confiection to nature. The natural setting, including
Monument Creek to the east, Monument Valley Park-to the suuth}aipﬂt?‘m“{ bt
-of the Ramipart Range and Pikes.Peak to the wéat, wis 4 primary factor in the'design
.and_Orientation of the_ building, which the company - considered importint and
inspiring for its artists afid other workers: e P g R S
_ Colorads College purcnised the Van Briggle Poftery. buildinig i 1968; restoring
and readapting the: building.. Sinde 1970, thé buildifig has housed the college's:
facilities servides départment Gperations. - - : : 3 : :

- Imiportant aesthetic and infrastructare improvements, to thie building took place in.
iﬂll' thanks to generous support by Colorado College alumni Lee E. Schlessmang.
Clas§ of 1950; and Doldres Schlessfnan, parets of 1975 and 1977 graduates, and-
-Susar Dncan; Class of 1952, parent of a 1976 graduaté. Their visionary adtions
liave further preserved and -protected-thié Van Brigglé Pottéfy building and
surrdtinding groands, S - o T v S
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