P,
Rockies Baseline
Vital Signs for a Region in Transition

By Chris Jackson

THE 2007 Cor.oRADO COLLEGE STATE OF THE ROCKIES REPORT CARD

Tracking key changes happening in the Rockies
each year is an important goal for each annual
Report Card. What are key measurements that
“tell the Rockies story” of a dynamic region
in transition? How fast are such indicators
changing among the Rockies states and when
compared to the Rockies’ benchmarks for
the eight-state Rockies Region and the U.S.?
These and other perspectives can be quickly
grasped by glancing at this year’s Vital Signs.

Now a consistent feature of every State of the Rockies Report Card,
the Rockies Baseline section presents a set of demographic and
economic indicators. By tracking changes from 2000 to 2005 we
can illustrate the intricacies of this region in transition. The statis-
tics presented here are an important introduction to the later sec-
tions of the Report Card, as they are often the fundamental drivers
of change in the region.

Integral to the Rockies Baseline are national
and interstate comparisons that are critical to
distilling the character of the West. Immedi-
ately apparent in this year’s Rockies Baseline,
the region’s population growth continues to
surpass that of the nation, now by more than
four times. A related trend: job growth in the
Rockies has outpaced the U.S., however, the
Rockies mimics the national trend of high
growth in service industry occupations. This
year’s Vital Signs depict a region that is economically thriving,
socially diverse, and well-educated.

A clearer understanding of the characteristics that define our re-
gion, and where it is both similar and divergent from the U.S. as a
whole, equips Rockies citizens to engage in the kind of thoughtful
debate that will eventually help us define ourselves as a region and
strengthen our common western voice.

About the author: Chris Jackson (Colorado College class of 2006) is Program Coordinator for the Colorado College

State of the Rockies Project.
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Population & Age, 2005 Language, 2000 and 2005
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Median Home Value, 2005
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Home Values & Costs, 2005
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Income, 2005

Median Family Income, 2005
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Employment by Occupation, 2005
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Employment by Industry, 2005
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