Appendix A
Further Clarification: Institutional Data Asset

Key Elements of an Institutional Data Asset

	Concept
	Explanation

	Institutionally Owned or Stewarded
	Data collected, generated, or maintained as part of official college operations.

	Reusable and Ongoing Value
	Data that supports decision-making, compliance, reporting, accreditation, or operational activities over time.

	Authoritative or Official
	Data that serves or once served as an official source of truth, such as records maintained in systems like the student information system or HR database. These data may be used for institutional reporting or official decision-making.

	Requires Governance
	Data that is subject to institutional policies related to privacy (e.g., FERPA), security, retention, and access control, and that has defined data stewards or responsible offices.


 
Common Examples in a College Setting
	Data Type
	Examples

	Student Information System (SIS) data
	Enrollment records, grades, academic standing

	Admissions and recruitment data
	Applicant records, recruitment tracking

	Financial data
	Budgets, grants, payroll, tuition revenue

	Human resources data
	Employee records, contracts, compensation

	Advancement and alumni data
	Donor records, alumni engagement data

	Athletics data
	Team rosters, eligibility records

	Learning Management System (LMS) data
	Course activity data and learning analytics

	Accreditation and assessment data
	Program reviews, assessment reporting




