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Education:

Ph.D., Philosophy, Vanderbilt University, 1968

M.A., Philosophy, Vanderbilt University, 1967

B.A., Philosophy, Middlebury College, 1965 (Valedictorian, PBK, High Honors in Philosophy)

Career:
 Professor of Philosophy, Colorado College, 1985--; Chair, 1978‑1993; 2008-10; 2013-4
Judson Bemis Distinguished Professor of the Humanities, Colorado College, 2003-6
Kohut Distinguished Professor, Committee on Social Thought, University of Chicago, 2003-4

Director, ACM Newberry Library Program, 1979‑80

Associate Professor, Colorado College, 1976‑1985 


Visiting Professor, Emory University, Winter/Spring, 1975

Assistant Professor, Colorado College, 1968‑1975

Publications: 

Books
Why It Is Good to Be Good:  Ethics, Self Psychology, and Modern Society (Lanham, MD: Jason Aronson, 2010)
Ethics and the Discovery of the Unconscious, (Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 1997)

Human Excellence and an Ecological Conception of the Psyche, (Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 1991)

The Art of Ethical Thinking, (University Press of America, 1978)

Recent Articles and Anthologized papers
 "Economics, Self Psychology, and Ethics: Why Modern Economic Persons Cheat and How Self Psychology Can Provide the Basis for a Trustworthy Economic World in The Financial Crisis:  Neglected Ideas in Economics, Psychology, and Values, Oxford University Press, forthcoming, Spring, 2016.

"What Do Humans Need to Be Human? Self Psychology and the Problem of Social Justice,"  The International Journal of Psychoanalytic Self Psychology, 2015.

Marcia Dobson & John Riker, “Aristophanes’ Myth of Eros and Contemporary Psychologies of the Self,” in Classical Myth and Psychoanalysis, Zajko and O’Gorman, eds., Oxford University Press, 2013, pp. 283-296.

“A Philosophical Commentary on Shumsky’s and Preston’s ‘Toward an Integrative Sensibility,’” International Journal of Psychoanalytic Self Psychology, vol. 8, #3, 2013, pp. 338-359.

“The Philosophical Importance of Kohut’s Notion of the Self,” International Journal of Psychoanalytic Self Psychology, vol. 8, #4, 2013, pp. 495-504.
“Empathy, Otherness, and Ethical Life:  A Response to Frank Summers,” Journal of Theoretical Philosophical Psychology, Fall, 2012, pp. 32-37.
"Self Psychology and the Problem of the Other," International Journal of Psychoanalytic Self Psychology, vol. 7, #2, 2012, pp. 165-179.
Recent Addresses at Conferences, Professional Groups, and Educational Institutions
“Self Psychology and Historical Explanation:  From the Death of God to the Birth of Impressionism—Forms and Transformations of Narcissism in the 19th Century,” International Conference on the Psychology of the Self, Los Angeles, October 2015
“The Erotic Self: Freud, Plato, and Kohut,” meeting of the Chicago Society for Psychoanalysis,     May, 2015
“The Erotic Self,” Conference on the Classics and Contemporary Psychology, Leuven, Belgium, 
Spring, 2015
“What Humans Need to Feel Human: Psychology and the Problem of Social Justice,” 
International Conference on the Psychology of the Self, Jerusalem, Fall 2014

“Ancient Theology and Contemporary Self Psychology: Monotheism, Monoselfism, and the 
Problem of Belonging,” International Conference on the Psychology of the Self, Jerusalem, 
Fall 2014

 “Subjectivity, Ethics, and the Self:  A Commentary on Donna Orange’s ‘From Recognition to 
Responsibility,’” International Conference on the Psychology of the Self, Chicago, Fall, 2013
“The Importance of Psychoanalysis in Contemporary Life,” Commencement Address with Marcia 
Dobson, Institute for 
Clinical Social Work, Chicago, June 2013
“The Philosophical Importance of Kohut’s Concept of the Self,” International Conference on the 
Psychology of the Self, Washington, DC, Fall 2012
“Meet the Author:  John Riker, speaking on Why It Is Good to Be Good” APA Division 39, Santa Fe, 
Spring, 2012
“Why It Is Good to Be Good,” International Conference on the Psychology of the Self, 
Los Angeles, Fall, 2011

“Empathy, Otherness, and Ethics:  A Response to Frank Summers,” Conference on 
Psychology and the Other, Cambridge, MA, fall 2011

“Living Erotically: A Response to Peter Shabad,” Conference on Psychology and the 
Other, Cambridge, MA, fall 2011

“Actualizing the Self in the Age of Desire,” Chicago Institute for Psychoanalysis, Spring, 2010

“Self Psychology and the Problem of the Other,” International Conference on the Psychology of the 
Self, Antalya, Turkey,  Fall, 2010 
“Aristophanes’ Concept of Eros in Plato’s Symposium,” Conference on Psychoanalysis and Myth, 
London, Fall 2009 
“Eric Santner’s Concept of the Modern Subject,” Conference on “The Subject,” Chicago, Feb. 2009
“Knowledge in Psychoanalysis:  Can there be a science of subjectivity?” American Psychological 
Society, Division 39, New York City, Spring 2008
“Ethics, Self Psychology, and Modern Society,” keynote address at a ‘cutting edge’ seminar on 
Ethics and Psychoanalysis, Chicago Institute for Psychoanalysis, Winter, 2008

“Expulsion from Paradise,” invited Baccalaureate Address, Colorado College, Spring, 2007
“A New Metapsychology: Freud, Kohut, Aristotle, and Heidegger,” Chicago Self Psychology 
Group, Winter, 2006
“Ethics and Self Psychology”, International Conference on the Psychology of the Self, San Diego, 
Fall, 2004
“Psychoanalysis and the Social Unconscious:  What Psychoanalysis Can Learn from Nietzsche, 
Heidegger, and Foucault,” APA, Division 39 Meetings, Miami, Spring, 2004
“Self Psychology and the Foundation of Ethical Life,” Chicago Self Psychology Group, Spring, 
2004

“The Problem of Cheating and the Conception of the Self,” Midwest Psychoanalytic Group, Winter, 
2004
“Kohut and the Life of the Soul,” Chicago Institute for Psychoanalysis, Chicago, 
Fall 2003

“The Life of the Soul”, The Kohut Lecture, University of Chicago, Chicago, Fall, 
2003

“Ethics and the Unconscious,” Chicago Institute for Psychoanalysis, Chicago, Fall 2003
“Problems of Leadership and the Unconscious,” University of Colorado, Denver, 2000

“Evil and the Unconscious,” American Association for Philosophy and Psychiatry, Washington DC, 1999

“Ethics and the Unconscious,” University of Colorado, Boulder, 1999

“College Students and Self-Psychology,” International Conference on the Psychology of the Self, San Diego, 1998

“The Philosophical Importance of Kohut’s Bipolar Theory of the Self,” International Conference on the Psychology of the Self, Chicago, 1995; printed in Basic Ideas Reconsidered; Progress in Self Psychology, vol. 12, Analytic Press, 1996

Awards:
2014:  Riley Award for Distinguished Service to Colorado College
2014:   Colorado College Advisor of the Year
2013:   Colorado College Teacher of the Year

2011:  Colorado College Advisor of the Year  
2007:  Colorado College Nelson-Cisneros Award for Person who most aids the cause of diversity on campus (first year the award was given)
2005:   Colorado College Teacher of the Year 
2005:   Colorado College Advisor of the Year 

1998:  Colorado College Teacher of the Year 

1996:  Colorado College Teacher of the Year 
Current Professional Work
My research and writing continues to focus on the intersections of Self Psychology and philosophy, especially in the fields of ethics, philosophical anthropology, and history.  I am currently working on papers concerning how Eros needs to be added to Kohut’s theory of the self (to be given this spring in Belgium) and on self psychology and Buddhism (an invited paper for an issue of Psychological Inquiry). I continue to be a professor of philosophy at Colorado College specializing in the history of philosophy, existentialism, ethics, American Philosophy, and psychoanalysis. 
