506 North ascadeAveue -the home builtbyJ;cTson
Mogs Bemis for his family in the early 1880's.5.

Photecourtesy of Special Collections - Penrose PublicLibrary

ANUNSUNGLEGACY....
The Quiet Beneficence ofthe Bemis Family

by Marion RitcheyVance

n sculpture, place names, and local lore,

Colorado Springs celebratesits grearbenefactors
— William Jackson Palmer... Winfield Scortt
Stratton... Spencer Penrose.

Virtuallyignoredisafellow philanthropist who
presented the city with two of its most venerable
landmarks, the Day Nursery and the Fine Arts
Center,and shapeditsculturallandscape. Abene-
factorwhose private collectionsanchorour world-
class museum of Southwesternart; who funded the
maternity ward at Glockner Hospital, donated the
great organ at Grace Episcopal Church, endowed
the Community Chest, established one of the first
charitable foundationsin town, and wasalife-long
patron of Colorado College.

She is Alice Bemis Taylor. Sixty years after her
death, her legacy to the city remains largely
unknown. Like Jimmie Burns before her, Alice
Bemis Taylor spared no expense in creating the
finest that money could buy. Butwhile Burns’
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Theatre Beautiful” lives only in memory, the
institutions created by Mrs. Taylor are viable and
vital to this day. They are a tribute not only to her
visionand generosity, butto the foresightand busi-
ness acumen thatensured their continuity.

Pioneer Values and Devotion to Duty
lice Bemiswasborn in Newton, Massachusetts
/ s in 1877 to Mr. and Mrs. Judson Bemis who

moved to Colorado Springs four years hence and .

quickly took their placeamongthecity’sfounding
families. Both parents were of English stock who
settled on the east coastin the 1600s. Their pioneer
values, their devotion to duty, and their remarkable
sense of philanthropy were the foundation upon
which daughter Alice continued ro build.

Judson Moss Bemis was the quintessential self-
made man. When hewas only four or five, hisfamily
left Massachusetts and headed west by boat, foort,
and covered wagon. Hardships of survival on the

KIVA




Th historic Bemis ome was beautifully resioredinthe late 1970'sandis

today the Hearthstone Inn, a popular bed-and-breakfast.

frontier cost the life of his mother and convinced
young Judson that farming was not for him. He
foundworkasaclerkinChicagoand madeup forhis
lack of formal schoolingbyabsorbing everything he
could about the world of business. At age 25, he
determined tocreateanenterprise ofhisown.

As the story goes, Bemis ventured to St. Louis
where he was fascinated by the bustle of the water-
front with its ceaseless loading and unloading of
merchandise. In those days, most produce was
shippedinbarrels, which were heavy, cumbersome,
and pronetobreakingapart. Theyoung man began
thinkingaboutabetterway. When hespottedabolt
of burlapinastore front, he estimatedhow much of
the materialit mighttaketohold 100 pounds, and
prevailed on hislandladytosewupalengthonboth
sides. Saleofthisprimitivebagnetted enoughtobuy
two lengths of burlap for the nextround. Thus was
bornacorttageindustry that Judson Bemisbuiltinto
thelargest manufacturer of bagsin theworld. Byits
125th anniversary, the company was producing
paperand textile bags, thread, twine, plastic pack-
aging,and specialized items in twenty-seven plants
around the country. To this day, Bemis Co. istraded
on the New York Stock Exchange.

Bemis’ business philosophy wasstraightforward.
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Hearthstong Inn -Photo by Rob Middleton

Identifyareal need, fill that need, delivera quality
product, and give the customer his full money’s
worth. Inanaddressto plantworkers, hesaid “Our
company thinksitbetterto extend itsbusinessand
furnish good homes, a good place to work, good
schools forworkpeople, rather thanspenditsearn-
ingsinextravagantlivingandridingin tenthousand
dollarautomobiles....Successshould be measured
intheamountofmoneydisbursed in the betrterment
of mankind...”

Judson Bemis was faithful to his creed, and
Colorado Springs was the fortunate beneficiary.
Bemis’ contributions to Colorado College place
him second only to General Palmer among the
school’s principal benefactors. Bemis Hall scandsin
hishonor. Throughhiswifeand daughter, the Bemis
fortune touched countless other educational and
serviceorganizationsdedicated to “the betterment
of mankind”,

His wife was born Alice Cogswell — the eighth
generationofadistinguished Massachusetts family
thatcounted amongits forbears men suchas Oliver
Wendell Holmes and Ralph Waldo Emerson. Alice
too lost her mother at an early age and took on
responsibility for running the household. Family
and friendswrote of “hersweet, cheeryand gener-
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ous spirit” and recalled “her always doing nice
things for people.” Alice Cogswell graduated from
the Ipswich Seminary, a schoolfamousinthe New
England of itsdayand noted for producing “women
oflargeinfluencein theworld”.

The attractive Miss Cogswell met Judson Bemis
throughaletter ofintroduction. Theywere marriedin
1866 and settled in
Newton, Massachusetts
where daughter Alice
was born. When Alice
was four, her mother
developedalife-threat-

ening throat ailment
that prompted a family
Colorado
Springs in scarch of a

move to

morehealthful environ-
ment.

“Benevolence Was Her

Avocation”
y all accounts,
Alice Cogswell

Bemis was a remark-
ablewoman. She pio-
neered the course that
her daughter was to
follow and then carry
onto new dimensions.
Accordingto A Sketch
byaFriend “Wealth
toherwasnotareason
forluxuryor pleasure-
seekingbutan oppor-

Photo courtesy of Special Collections - Tuti Library, Colorado Cellege

1970sand nowhouses The Hearthstonelnn. Asto-
rybook childhood in the fashionable north end fea-
tured ice skating and bowling and tennis and a
lifelong passion — horseback riding. Alice was a
favored guest at Glen Eyrie and Briarhurst. In her
teens, she spent a year traveling and studying in
Europewith her motherand sister.

From her mother,
Aliceinheritedalove of
literature. Throughout
herlife, oneofhergreat
joys was reading aloud
once a week with three
devoted friends. Alice
Bemisalsoenriched her
mother’s collection of
rare and first-edition
books. A favorite was a
first edition of John
Keatpoem “Endymion”
whose familiaropening
line “AThing of Beauty
isaJoyForever” became

asort of beacon for her
life.

Alice’s mother was a
founder of the first
women’s organization
in town, the Women’s

Art Club, and a gener-

ous patron of the
YWCA. She helped
establish the Women’s
Educational Society,

and wasacharter mem-

tunity for helping
others—withalack of
ostentation character-
istic of her whole
nature”..,“That the

Alice Bemis Taylor with adopted daughter, Alice
Dorée. Dorée atiended schoolin the eastand
shortiy thereafier moved to New York City. She
currently resides in Maine which has been
herhome for many years.

berofavisionarygroup

that  founded  the
Colorado Springs Day
Nurseryin 1897.

At the time, families

young should have
theirchanceinlife and that the paths of the needy
should be made morecasybecameincreasingly the
object of her life.”...“Benevolence was her avoca-
tion.”

Daughter Alice and her siblings grew up in the
warm atmosphereofthe family homeat 506 North
Cascade, which wasexquisitely restored in thelate
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— particularly working
families —werebeing torn apart by tuberculosis, As
oneparent succumbed to the disease, the otherwas
obliged to work full time. Childrenhad noplaceto
go.OnMarch 16, 1897 fourteenwomen metin the
Unitarian Church and created an institution “to
assist working mothersinthe careand education of
theirchildrenand to procure employmentforsuch
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women”. Theyproduced by-lawson thespot. The
organization was to be “wholly unsectarian, com-
pletely severed from questions of religious belief,
politics, or nationality.”

Fees were originally setatten centsaday per child
and five cents for each additional child in the fam-
ily. Duringits early years, the Day Nursery shuttled

have applied to Alice as well “Nothing that she
counted a duty sat lightly on her mind or con-
science.” Accordingtoafriend, Alicewas moved by
deep devotiontodutyandaninner compulsion to
share her material possessions and good fortune
with others. She did so by granting large sums to
civicinstitutions butalso by way of personal, indi-

vidual kind-

from house to
house on the
southern edge
of town. In
1921, Mrs.,
Bemis’ daugh-
Alice

announced her

fer

intention to
build a perma-
nent facility at

the corner of
Tejon and Rio
Grande. The
new Day
Nursery was to
be a memorial
to her mother
who had passed
awdyin 1917.

The Mantle of

nesses to
countless peo-
ple: scholar-
ships for
students  at
CG;
Cragmorfora
lictle girl with
TB; odd jobs
for laborers
out of work.

care at

She was a life-
long patron of

Colorado
College

and
its
woman

served as
first
trustee.

At her own
insistence, the

vast majority

Photo courtesy of Starsmore Research Center - Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum

Philanthropy of Mrs.
y 1921, . ) Taylor’s chari-,
B Alj The Colorado Springs Day Nursery alt 104 East Rio Grande. bl .
lce Asis the case with virtually all the sites associated with table giving
Bemis was Alice Bemis Taylor, this building is listed on was done qui-
coming into the National Register of Historic Places. etly and with-
her own. She out fanfare.

had also become Alice Bemis Taylor by virtue of
marriage in 1903 to Frederick Morgan Pike Taylor,
abondbrokerand outdoorsman from New Jersey.
The Taylors built a house at 1238 Wood Avenue
whichremained Alice’s principal residence for the
restofherlife. Around 1910 the Taylorsadoptedan
infant girlwhom they named Alice Dorée.

Upon theretirement of Judson Bemisin 1909, his
son Farwell had taken over the family business as
President of Bemis
Daughter Alice inherited the mantle of philan-

BrothersBag Company.

thropy. [t may at times have lain heavy onhershoul-
ders. A phrase used in describing her mother may
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She was rarely photographed. Perhaps the need to
shield herself from incessant pleasforhelp accounts
in part for what some described as a cold or stern
demeanor. Trusted friends and staffspeak, rather, of
awoman who was private and shy, but possessed ofa
senseof funandagreatlovefortheartsand nature.

The Bemis Building Bug
yherownaccount, Alice inherited the “Bemis
Building Bug”. The first manifestation was the
DayNursery. Inchoosing thelocationatr 104 East
Rio Grande, Alice envisioned a “social settlement”,
encompassing the nearby Boys’ and Girls’ Clubsas
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well. She personally chose thearchitectural style for
the building and supervised derails of construction.
Themasterbuildercommented, asdid othersafter
him, on “Mrs. Taylor’s great grasp of details. .. she
could follow architectural plansand ideas aswell as
any professional builder.” An architect later
remarked to her “Certainly if you were a man, you
would havebeen in the building game.”
TheTudor/Gothicstructure designed by Pueblo
architect William Stickney is patterned after the
great English manorhouses that Alice recalled from
her tours abroad.
She brought from
England a2 Mr. John
Gray to oversce the
fine of
craftsmanship. And
fine touches there
from hand-
carved fireplaces to
whimsy in stained
glass and mythical
animals in the ceil-

touches

are,

ing plaster, to the
glorious  nursery
rhyme murals by
Allen Tupper True.
Everything  con-
verged to spark a
child’s imagination
and sense of wonder,

and to keep the place

Image courtesy ofthe Colorado Springs Day Nursery

ago, remains exactly the same.

Thatluxury to remain true to mission, without
bending principles to appease donors, is the great
legacy of Alice BemisTaylor. Through her will, Mrs.
Taylorestablished an endowment which to this day
provides core operating support. Additional
bequests through the Bemis-Taylor
Foundation created by Mrs. Taylorin 1927. Such
seed capitalhashelpedattract partnership funding
to expand coverage. Now knownas “Child Nursery
Centers”, the day nursery nectwork encompasses six

came

locations across

townservingsome
400 childrenaday
and providing a
model for quality
pre-school educa-
tion and healch
care.

The Art of
Giving
modest
bronze
plaqueonthe tow-
ering organ at
Grace Episcopal
Churchreads: “In
memory of
Frederick Morgan
P. Taylorand asan

enduring tribute

from feeling like an
institution.

Furniturein the cas-
tle-like diningroom

is solid oak, scaled

Detail of the Mother Goose murals atthe
Colorado Springs Day Nursery.
The murals were painfed by AllenTupperTrue and
photographedby Laura Giipinin 1922,

to hisloveofgood
music, this organ
is given by his
wife, Alice Bemis
Taylor.”

justtochildsize. Generationsofchildrenhavetac-
itlydemonstrated respect for the beauty of their sur-
roundings — no initials are carved, no arrwork
defaced.The Colorado Springs Day Nursery for-
mallyopened on Christmas Day of 1923, dedicated
“toallmothersandall children”. At the time, it was
a residential facility with a dormirory for forty
youngsters, a 14-bed infirmary, and quartersfor the
live-in matron. Overtheyears, servicesof the Day
Nursery evolved to suit the times, but the basic mis-
sion, conceived by thefounding mothers 105 years
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In 1928, followingthedeath ofher husband, Mrs.
Taylorpresentedafine pipe organ to Grace Church
and St. Stephens. The Parishaccepred the organ “as
apublictrustforthe benefitof the whole town” and
pledged to honor Mrs. Taylor’swishes thatthe organ
be used “for the benefitand enjoyment of the citi-
zens of Colorado Springs.” It was to be played on
givenafternoons, frecand open to the public, “that
all who care for music may come. Itishoped that
many peoplereturning home from work at the close
ofdaywillfeelatliberty todropin.” Thegeniusof
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Mrs. Taylor’s giftlay in the trust fund that accompa-
nied it, endowing the Taylor Memorial Concert
Series that continues to this day. According to the
current Taylor Memorial Organist, Frank Shelton
“The crust was brilliantly written. Itensured that
thisis thegiftthattruly keeps on giving.” Notonly
havetheconcerts been
held forthree-quarters
of a century, but they
have attracted world
class musicians and
enriched the musical
culture of the city. The
Colorado Vocal Arts
Ensemble, amongoth-
ers, owes its origin to

the
Special

Taylor  Series.
Diamond
Jubilee concerts will be
through
spring of 2003 in cele-
bration of the 75th

anniversary of the ded-

performed

icationoftheorganand
the concerts.

From Collection to
Creation

lice Bemis Taylor

metarchitect John
GawMeem in Santa Fe
in 1928 and forged a
partnership that cul-
minated in “the finest

Photo courtesy of Grace Episcopal Church

Meem and Faith Bemis were married. Meem
encouraged Mrs. Taylor’sinterestin southwestern
art and reportedly introduced her to the santos
which became the signature piece of her prized
Spanish colonial collection.

Alice Bemis Taylorhad been quietly collecting for
some time. She fol-
lowed her mother’s
footstepsinacquiring
rare and first edition

books

works

seminal
the
American Southwest,

She broke

new ground by invest-

and
on
entirely
ing in  southwest
Indian pottery and
Navajo weavings . . .
this long before such
objects were consid-
ered to be serious art.
Gradually the resi-
dence at 1238 Wood
Avenue overflowed
withartand artifacts.
Mrs. Taylor began to
look forawaytohouse
hercollectionsand —
more importantly —
to make chem accessi-
ble to the public.
Asearlyas 1930, she
made inquiries of the

Broadmoor Art

piece of public archi-

Academy concerning
the land on Cascade

tecture in Colorado TheTaylor Memorial Organ at Grace Episcopal Church,
: » dedicatedin 1928. Since that date, three distinguished A 1
. n
Sprlng.s Sculptress musicians - Frederick Boothroyd, J. Julius Baird, venue a d_ . Dale
Eugeme Shonnard and FrankW. Shelton - have held the postofTaylor M Street origmally

introduced the two.
Mirs. Taylorwasafan of

- the Spanish mission

Memorial Organist. A special Mlemorial Conceriwill be held
onMarch 2,2003 in celebration of the 75th
Anniversary Diamond Jubilee.

donated by Julie and
Spencer Penrose. She

also ser aside

revival style for which John Gaw Meem was the lead-
ing proponent. She commissioned him to designa
chapelforhercountryestate “La Forét” asamemo-
rialtoherlate husband Frederick Taylor, At Alice’s
request, Meemalso created ajob in his Santa Fe stu-
dioforherniece, Faith Gregg Bemis. Two years later,

FALL2002

$400,000 for an addition to Cobyrn Library at
Colorado College, to which she proposed to
bequeath hersuperb collection of books. A prime
motivation for the building project was to create
employmentforout-of-work stonemasons.
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Anldea Takes Off

s the Colorado Springs cultural community
Acaught wind that a building might be in the
works, theideatook off. Musicgroupsneeded space.
Drama clubs needed space. Mrs. Taylor’'s modest
museum for hersouthwestartifacts began tospiral
intoa full-blown cen-

backing “socialist Robinson was taken to thelocal
Republican bosom like a prodigal son and even
made an the Broadmoor Art
Academy”. By 1931, nurtured by Hare, Robinson,
and Meem, the conceptofan “artscenter” was fully
fledged. All that was left was to secure the desired

land on Dale Street,

instructor at

the Arts.
Monies originally des-
tined for the CC
library could be the
down payment. A key

ter for

player in this unfold-
ing drama was
Elizabeth Sage Hare
— an easterner who
had moved with her
ailing husband to the
healing «climes of
Broadmoor. Marshall
Spragucdescribed her
thus: “She was rich,
she was witty, she was
smart, she wasimperi-
ous,shewasdominat-
ing, she

tremendously

was
ener-
getic, and she num-
beredamongherclose
friends

everybody
knowing in New York
and Europe. Sheknew

absolutely
worth

of The Opening Week of the
COLORADQO SPRINGS
FINE ARTS CENTER

APRIL 20 - APRIL 25 - MCMXXXVI

o i
[l ]

along with permission
to raze the Broadmoor
Art Academy which
Julie

Penrose saw to both.

occupied it

Construction began
in 1934. As Mrs. Taylor
had envisioned, the
center’s first contribu-
tion to the communirty
was thecreationofdes-
perately-needed jobs
duringthedepthsofthe
Depression.

Correspondence
shows thatshe paid per-
sonalattention to myr-
iad details of
construction and fur-
nishings, particularly
thelighting fixtures.

Opening ceremonies
for the Fine Arts Center
in April, 19306 were as
much an anomaly in
conservative Colorado

also,as membersofthe
Springs’ ultra-conser-
vative, Republican society soon were telling one
anotherinshocked tones, justaboutall the crackpot
liberals, socialists, communists and avant-garde
intellectuals in the land from John Dewey ...to
Eleanor Roosevelt...to [{New York Socialist]
Boardman Robinson.” She had a summer place in
Santa Fe, where one of her good friends was John
Gaw Meem.

Sprague goes on to say that Betty Hare founded
Fountain Valley School for Boysand hired Meem to
designseveral buildings. Asartteacher, Mrs. Hare
choose Boardman Robinson, internationally-
known muralist, illustrator, and educator. Withher
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Image courtesy of the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center

Springsaswas the nam-
ing of Boardman
Robinsontobeits first Art Director. The week-long
program of divertissments was produced by
Elizabeth Hareand featured such avant-garde per-
formers as dancer Martha Graham and eccentric
French composer Erik Satie. The invitation-only
audience was stunned and, it is said, the genteel

patroness Mrs. Taylor “took to herbed” fora time.

“Modern, Monumental,and Unlabored”
articularly for Colorado Springs natives who
have grown up with the Fine Arts Center, it is

easytotakeitforgranted. Butthebasicconcept, of

housingall thearts under one roof, was positively
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cutting-edge in its day. The final design encom-
passed museum space fortheTaylor Collection; art
galleriesand studios; anartschool thattaught draw-
ing, painting, sculpture, lithographyand murals; a
library of early Americana; a music room; and a
mahogany-panecled theater to seat 400. Creative
interaction was promoted by locaring a workshop
between the the-

ater and the art
students could
build and paint
sets, and by hous-

ing Colorado
College’s Art
Department

within the Center.
Local drama and
groups
enjoyed use of the

music
performing  arts
venues. Admission
to all exhibitions
was free.
Ifthenotionofa
center that com-

bined

museum

Day Nursery.

Today, some 70 years later, the Fine Arts Center
still has a distinctly modern feel. It is to Alice
Taylot’senormouscreditthatsheembraced astyle
so novel forits time and so removed from her per-
sonal taste. That taste is probably more truly
expressedinhersummerhomeatLaForet, orinthe

In addition to
the building
itself, Mrs. Taylor
donated to the
Center her rich

collections of
SouthwestIndian
and Spanish
Colonial Art
which form the
core of the much-
acclaimed Taylor
Museum. Some

6,000

fromher personal

volumes
trove,  particu-
larly books and

maps of western

space with visual
arts, music, and
dramawasinnova-

partoftheoriginal design.

il : : i Americana,
Photo courlasy of Special Collections - Tutt Library, Golorade College Sto cked the
The Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center, shortly after it was built. bb rary. They
Theartistic curve of Dale Sireet, setting offthe sile, was anintregal include such

treasuresasafirst

John Gaw
Meem’sdesign foritwasabrilliant match. Inastrik-

tive,

ingdeparture from histrademarkadobe-and-wood-
beam style, Meem gave thearts centeratimelessly
modernlookbystylizing the puebloformandincor-
poratingartdeco highlights. Hischoice of mono-
lithic concrete —a building medium more
associated with factoriesthan fine art— was revolu-
tionary. Itall worked. The concrete takes on subtle
hues from the Coloradolightand thestepped-back
profile of the building balances gracefully on its
inclined site. Distinctive murals, bas reliefs and
frescosadded accentsofcolorto thesparehorizon-
tal lines of the building. The result, wrote
Architectural Forum, “isabuilding whichis mod-
ern, monumental and unlabored. Its simplicity
revealsassurance, notsterility.....thereisafreshness
here.....whichisthebuilding’s greatest charm.”
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edition of Rose
Kingsley’s “South by West” printed in London in
1874.

Mrs. Tayloralso saw to the future of the Fine Arts
Center through a large bequest which was “to be
invested and reinvested, and the income only chere-
from used by the Trustees.... as hereinafter
requested” for operating expenses.

The Next Half Century
While Meem’s layout proved adaptable to

changingneeds, more space was eventually

required. A grant from the Bemis-Taylor
Foundationinl968 created the free-standing Bemis
Art School for Children, and 1971 saw the first
majoraddition to the main building. Funded by El
PomarFoundation, new gallery space was builton

the eastern perimeter of the original courtyard,
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“Ponderosa”, the great house at
La Forét, was built of pinelogs
from the westernslope of Pikes
Peak. Once the summer home of
Alice Bemis Taylorin Black
Forest, La Forétisnowa
conference andretreat center.

Photecourtesy of the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum -
Starsmore Center for Local History

he great house at La Forét sits among tall
pines and commands a sweeping view of

Pikes Peak. Known as “Ponderosa”, the elaborate
logstructurewastheheartof Alice Bemis Taylor’s
summer retreat in Black Forese. Mrs. Taylor
began construction on the 500-acre estate
shortly after her husband’s death in 1927. Itis
therethatshededicated to hismemorythe Taylor
Memorial Chapel —a gem in Spanish mission
style designed by John Gaw Meem with interior
artwork by Eugenie Shonnard.

La Forét was a place for Alice Taylor to enjoy
nature, stableandride her horses, and entertain
specialfriends. Italsoserved asasummercamp
for young artists-in-residence. As in all her
building projects, attention to artistic detail is
evident throughout. Mrs. Taylor took special
pridein the main fireplace, withitsilluminated
forest scene. While the estate was set up fora
completelive-inretinue of gatekeeper, chef, but-

ler, maid, and chauffer, italso had a small rustic

cabin thatAlice named “Kings X” —aterm from
childhood games meaning “time out” — one
place where she could truly getaway.

Someofbestinsightsintolifeat La Forétcome
from the memoirs of Vera Rusk Ellett whose fam-
ilylived acrosstheroad. “Ilearned early on that
Mrs. Taylorwasaveryspeciallady.....In the sum-
mer, her place looked like a park because the
brush, dead treesand everythingelse was cleaned
up.....Mrs. Taylorwas many things to the Black
Forest.... Before Christumas, Pat McCarty was

toldtogiveheralistofneedy peoplein the Forest,
and they eachreceived alarge box of food. One
family had eighteen children and the father was-
n't always at home. Many times, Mrs. Taylor
helped them out... One man waslosing his prop- -
erty because he could notpay the taxes. She paid
his taxesand took asmallamount from his check
cach month as payment. Not long before her
death, she marked his note “paid in full”. Each
person working for her at the time of her death
received $200 for cach year they had worked for
her. My Dad wentinto the dairy business, getting
hisstartfrom her”.

After Mrs. Taylor’sdeath in1942, La Forérwent
to the Bemis-Taylor Foundation which in turn
donateditin 1944 to Colorado Congregational
Conference, a forerunner of the Rocky
Mountain Conferenceofthe United Church of
Churist. The Conferenceadded a number of small
cabinsandalargedininghalland did the requi-
sitemodernization to turn La Forétinto aretreat
center. Hundreds of groupshave held campatthe
Center over theyears, attracted by the seclusion,
the serenityand theinspirational quality of the
place. Itis currently owned and managed by La
Forét Conferenceand Retreat Center, Inc. and is
openyear round.

Thepicturesque chapel has remained intactover
some 85 years. It wasre-dedicatedin 1999 as the
Bemis-Taylor Chapel, and placed on the
National Register of Historic Places.

24

KIVA

R T R TR




TUESDAY, JULY 7, 2009 | THE GAZETTE | B7

BRIEFLY
Gasoline, oil prices tumble nationwide

MEW YORK » Ol prices tumbled to a five-week low Mon-
day on growing evidence of an extended recession that
could sap energy demand for some time, Benchmark
crude for Angnst delivery fell $2.68 to settle al $64.05 a
barrel an the New York Mercantile Exchange.

Gasoline prices fell overnight to a national average of
$2.611 a gallon, according to the Oil Price Information
Service and AAA. In Colorado Springs, the average price
of a gallon of regular unleaded gasoline was $2.46, ac-

cording to AAA,

Bemis Co. to purchase Rio Tinto PLC

MEW YORK « Bemis Co., whose clear plastic packages
hold everything from batteries to burgers, said late
Sunday it {s paying $1.2 billion for the global packaging
business of Rio Tinto PLC. Buying the assets, known col-

lectively as Alean Packaging Food Americas, gives Bemis
23 tacilities in the U.S., Canada; Mexico, Brazil, Argen-
tina and New Zealand. These companies make flexible
plastic containers for cheeses and steaks, as well as
clear, hard-to-penetrate packages for batteries and toys

Ex-Sachs employee charged with theft

NEWARK, N.J. » Federal authorities have charged a
computer programimer in New Jersey with stealing trade
secrets from his former employer, Goldman Sachs. The.
FBI says the Russian-born Sergey Aleynikov, of North
Caldwell, downloaded software and sent computer codes
to an liternet account in Germany. Aleynikov resigned
June 5 from his $400,000-a-year job at Goldman Sachs.

Pepsi to boost its Russian investment

MILWAUKEE » Soft drink and snack maker PepsiCo
Ine. announced plans Monday to boost its investment
in Russia, continuing a trend of consumer companies
secking growth in emerging markets as their U.S, sales
soften. With its largest bottler, Pepsi Bottling Group Inc.,
PepsiCo plans to invest another $1 billion in Russia over
‘three years, taking the partnership’s Russia stake above
%4 billion. Pepsi in 1974 became the first Western con-
sumer product to be made and sold in the US.8.R.
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