Spanish Courses 2020-2021
SP100 Pre-Elementary Spanish.  This course is intended for students with no previous Romance Language experience, who have never studied Spanish before. A systematic introduction to grammar, pronunciation and the differences between Spanish and English structures. Prerequisite: No prior Spanish. (Not offered 2020-2021)  .5 unit.

SP101 Elementary Spanish.  Study of basic grammatical structures and patterns with exercises meant to develop proficiency in speaking, listening, reading, and writing presented in a cultural context. Prerequisite:  COI or adequate score on the Spanish Placement test. 2 units   —  Ruiz, Herbozo-Duarte, Castro, Norton, Department
SP103 Review of Elementary Spanish.  An elementary-level maintenance course for students who plan to continue their study of Spanish. A systematic review of grammar with supervised conversation practice. Prerequisite: Spanish 101 or equivalent. .25 unit   —  Gracia-Sola
SP104 Review of Elementary Spanish.  An elementary-level maintenance course for students who plan to continue their study of Spanish. A systematic review of grammar with supervised conversation practice. Prerequisite: Spanish 101 or equivalent. .25 unit   —  Gracia-Sola
SP201 Intermediate Spanish.  Review of fundamentals of Spanish grammar, composition, reading, and oral practice.  Readings and discussion periods on topics of Hispanic cultures including literature, art, music, and film.  Prerequisite:  SP101 or adequate score on the Spanish placement exam or COI.. 2 units   —  Fernandez Martins, Castro, Norton, Mendez-Hasselman
SP203 Oral Review of Intermediate Spanish.  An intermediate-level maintenance course for students who plan to continue their study of Spanish. A systematic review of grammar with supervised conversation practice. Prerequisite: Spanish 201 or equivalent. .25 unit   —Gracia-Sola
SP204 Oral Review of Intermediate Spanish.  An intermediate-level maintenance course for students who plan to continue their study of Spanish. A systematic review of grammar with supervised conversation practice. Prerequisite: Spanish 201 or equivalent. .25 unit   — Gracia-Sola
SP299: Intensive Communication Practice and Grammar Review. This two-week (half-block) course will use a communicative approach to review and practice the essential structures and concepts of Spanish grammar. It is intended to prepare students for courses at the 300 level.  As the need exists, this course may be tailored to serve as an introduction to a program conducted in a Spanish-speaking country, in which case it will also include orientation to the country and culture.  Prerequisite:  Spanish 201 or equivalent or placement at the 300 level.(Not offered 2020-2021) .5 unit
SP301 Review of Language with Emphasis on Civilizations and Cultures of the Spanish-speaking Regions.  Prerequisite: Consent of instructor and Spanish 201. .25 unit   —  Gracia-Sola
SP302 Review of Language with Emphasis on Civilizations and Cultures of the Spanish-speaking Regions.  Prerequisite: Consent of instructor and Spanish 201. .25 unit   —  Gracia-Sola
SP304 Cultural Context and Oral Practice.  Transitional course between intermediate-level and advanced- level language courses. Students will develop higher levels of listening comprehension, oral competence, and socio-cultural communicative proficiency and will acquire oral strategies of expression through the study of written and recorded cultural material dealing with a variety of aspects, issues, and realities of the Spanish speaking world. Student activities in the course will include interactive oral presentations of selected web-based materials, of reading and recordings from targeted cultures such as: comic strips, articles, magazines, film clips, songs, etc. Prerequisite: 201 or equivalent. 1 unit. – Herbozo-Duarte, 
SP305 Cultural Context and Written Expression.  Intensive writing and conversation through the study of literary and cultural texts of the Spanish-speaking world.  Thematic focus will be determined by instructor.  Limited to 15 students.  Prerequisite: SP 201 or adequate score on the Spanish placement exam or COI.. 1 unit   — Castro, Wood, Department
SP306 Cultural Context and Critical Analysis.  Continues the acquisition of the Spanish language and trains students in the most important methods of literary and critical analysis through readings in different genres.  Prerequisite: SP305 or 312 or equivalent and COI 1 unit   —  Ruiz, Herbozo-Duarte, Department
SP307 Hispanic Culture.  The study of Hispanic societies and their cultural productions, such as film, art, music, language, and literature.  Ordinarily taught as part of a foreign study program.  Prerequisite: SP305 or COI. Taught in Chile as part of the CC Semester in Latin America Program  (not offered 2020-2020)  1unit
SP308 “Culture and Languages Across the Curriculum in Spanish.” This course may be taught in the Spanish and Portuguese Department or cross-listed in another Program or Department. The course must include some readings/discussion in Spanish and written assignments will be produced in Spanish. Cross-lists must be approved by Spanish and Portuguese Department. Topics will vary depending on instructor. Prerequisite: SP201(cross-listed with PH203 and SO190)   1 unit.  


SP312 Oral Practice and Composition Abroad.  Advanced composition and conversation through the study of literary and cultural texts.  Ordinarily taught as part of a foreign study program.  Limited to 15 students.  Prerequisite:  SP201 (or equivalent) and COI. Taught in Mexico as part of the CC Semester in Latin America program. 1 unit. – Marinescu
Block 3:  . Maya literature, culture, and history. The course will trace key characteristics of Mayan cultural productions in Central America and Mexico, with a focus on contemporary expressions. We’ll explore the region’s colonial past and its legacy in the present, focusing on its extractive nature, the ongoing exploitation of Maya people through processes of racialization, and the current interaction of culture and tourism. We will also explore the complex interactions of indigenous, national, and regional identity.
SP316 Topics in Hispanic Literature and Culture.  Study of Hispanic authors, genres, literary periods, cinema or cultural trends not represented in the regular curriculum.  The structure of the particular course is determined by the nature of the topic and preference of the instructor.  Prerequisite:  SP306.  1 unit
Block 1:  Cultura & Literatura Afrolatinoamericana. ¿Cuál es el rol de la literatura y cultura afrolatinoamericana en el siglo XX? ¿Qué cuentan las manifestaciones culturales, incluidas la música y las representaciones artísticas? En este curso responderemos a estás y otras preguntas relacionadas con la cultura afro-latinoamericana. Estudiaremos los desafíos de la literatura afro-latinoamericana y cómo ha tratado de de-construir literaturas canónicas en Latinoamérica. De allí a que escritores y cantautores afrolatinoamericanxs hagan uso de la noción descolonización, ya sea para confrontarla, contrarrestarla o analizarla. Ahondaremos en las lecturas, literaturas y culturas afro-latinoamericanas en Paraguay, Colombia y Venezuela. Leeremos poesía y narrativa escrita por Lilia Ferrer de Venezuela, Virginia Brindis de Salas y Cristina Cabral de Uruguay, Ashanti Herrera y Manuel Zapata Olivella de Colombia. Analizaremos cómo la música afro-latinoamericana cuenta una nueva historia de estos países y cómo se convierte en un instrumento oral y narrativo que de-construye la historia nacional generando una contranarrativa. Castro
Block 6:  Melodrama and Self Representation in Contemporary Latin America. Melodrama and Self Representation in Contemporary Latin America. Since its origins as a sentimental street theater form, melodrama has made available to its audiences emotion-based plots for the interpretation of everyday life. Melodrama has provided not only formulaic entertainment, but also strategies for the expression of popular and emergent cultures, challenging established traditions. With the goal of understanding the links between melodrama, theories of emotions, and the subjective turn in the 1970s in countries such as Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Cuba, El Salvador, México, and Perú, we will analyze postmodern and contemporary Latin American movies, documentaries, music, TV shows, and works of fiction and non-fiction.  Herbozo-Duarte
Block 8:   Figures of Motherhood in Latin America and the Southwest. This course examines cultural representations of motherhood in Latin America and the US Southwest. We will engage with a range of maternal figures, from pre-colonial female deities (such as Coatlicue and Pachamama), to mothers and Catholic Virgins during the Spanish colonization of the Americas (such as the Virgen de Guadalupe and other “national” Virgins), to contemporary figures such as the Madres de Plaza de Mayo (the mothers of the disappeared during Argentina’s military dictatorship). In addition to literary and filmic texts, we will make extensive use of the FAC Museum collection. Through the interdisciplinary examination of a wide range of artistic representations of motherhood, the course aims to understand motherhood as an organizing principle around racial, gender, sexual, and political norms – and the transgression of those norms. --  Marinescu
SP 350 Transatlantic Studies:Networks of Domination and Resistance. This course will explore cultural expression from a comparative focus on the Iberian Peninsula, the Americas and/or Africa. The aim is to move beyond the north-south, east-west divisions and challenge nationalistic narratives and instead privilege a critical, transnational, and comparativist reconstruction of Atlantic archives. Texts, expressive forms, regions and time periods under study will vary depending on instructor. May be repeated once for elective credit with a different instructor and topic. Prerequisite: SP306.   1 unit.— Marinescu
SP360 Studies of Periodization: Coloniality Across the Americas. This course highlights the role of periodization in literary studies focusing on cultural production from periods prior to the 19th century. The purpose is to expose students to the intrinsic value of learning about pre-Columbian, Medieval, Golden Age, Colonial and other Early Modern periods. This course serves to ensure that students will understand the relationship between power, discourse and knowledge production across centuries. Expressive forms and specific time periods under study will vary depending on instructor. May be repeated once for elective credit with a different instructor and topic. Prerequisite: SP306. 1 unit.  -- Wood
SP370 Genre Studies: Contemporary Spanish Film. This course allows students to engage in a close study of one specific genre of cultural production. The objective of this course is an in-depth focus on the formal qualities and characteristics of the genre under study. Courses may include, but are not limited to: the novel, the essay, the short story, poetry, theater, film, visual and/or performing arts, etc. Texts, expressive forms, geographical emphasis and time periods under study will vary depending on instructor. May be repeated once for elective credit with a different instructor and topic. 
Block 4.  Genre Studies: Contemporary Spanish Film. This course focuses on the analysis of cinematographic production in Spain in the last 25 years. By examining Spanish film, students will acquire an informed and critical perspective on contemporary Spanish society. At the same time, students will explore if there is a uniquely Spanish aesthetic of understanding, perceiving, and representing the world. Thus, filmic production will be addressed as a means to explore important questions related to contemporary Spanish society, such as immigration, historical memory, and sexuality, and as an artistic means to explore notions of collective identity, the self, and one´s position in the universe. Students will study significant films by key directors such as Pedro Almodóvar, Julio Medem, Alejandro Amenábar, Icíar Bollaín, and Isabel Coixet among others. Aside from the films, our discussions will be informed by relevant historical and cultural readings, fundamental cinematic concepts, and critical theory in order to contextualize the filmic productions. 1 unit. -- Ruiz
SP409 Independent Reading.  Senior majors only. Departmental consent. Primarily for senior thesis work beyond regularly scheduled courses and not available to substitute regularly offered courses.  1 unit.

SP432 Honors Senior Thesis.  Intensive writing and supervised revision of senior thesis with oral defense. The work will be carried independently under the supervision of a regular Spanish faculty member.  Thesis will be written in Spanish and will be 40-50 pages in length; it will demonstrate sufficient and clear proficiency in written Spanish, critical analysis of relevant cultural productions, and integrated research in the area of study.  Open only to students who have satisfied GPA requirements of 3.5 and 3.7 from the college and the department, respectively.  Students who successfully complete this course will be eligible to apply to graduate with Distinction.  Prerequisite:  Spanish 431.  Only open to majors with 3.5 (college) & 3.7 (dept.) GPA’s. 1 unit  -- Ruiz, Marinescu, Wood
SP433 “Culminating Project”. The culminating project is comprised of two components: a portfolio of revised essays and an oral presentation. The portfolio is an opportunity for reflection and refinement of both written expression and thematic foci from the perspective of our discipline. Students will work closely with a series of essays written in prior upper-level courses (beyond SP306) to develop a portfolio of closely edited and researched short essays and an extensive final critical reflection. Themes and writing styles included in the portfolio will vary by student. Students will work in consultation with the professor to determine the essays appropriate for revision for the portfolio. At the end of the course, all students will give an oral presentation in the Spanish and Portuguese Department Colloquium.   Prerequisite: Declared Hispanic Studies Major and COI. 1 unit -- Wood
Portuguese Courses 2019-2020
PG101: Elementary Portuguese.  This course is designed to introduce students to basic grammar structures and communication in the Portuguese language, with a focus on Brazilian culture and pronunciation. Basic language study designed to develop proficiency in speaking, listening, reading, and writing. (Not offered 2020-2021) 2 units
PG103 Review of Elementary Portuguese. An elementary-level maintenance course for students who plan to continue their study of Portuguese. A systematic review of grammar with supervised conversation practice. .25 unit

PG104 Review of Elementary Portuguese. An elementary-level maintenance course for students who plan to continue their study of Portuguese. A systematic review of grammar with supervised conversation practice. .25 unit.

PG199 Brazilian Music and Language.  This course will introduce students to some of the musical traditions of twentieth and twenty-first century Brazil as well as basic communication in Portuguese language.  Students will explore traditions such as forró, samba, bossa nova, tropicália, MPB, sertaneja, batucada, funk, among others.  Course may be taught in Portuguese depending on enrollment and prior language experience of students. .5 unit --  Wood
PG203 Oral Review of Intermediate Portuguese. An intermediate-level skills maintenance course for students who plan to continue their study of Portuguese. A systematic review of grammar with supervised conversation practice. Prerequisite: Portuguese 298 or equivalent. .25 unit.

PG204 Oral Review of Intermediate Portuguese. An intermediate-level skills maintenance course for students who plan to continue their study of Portuguese. A systematic review of grammar with supervised conversation practice. Prerequisite: Portuguese 298 or equivalent. .25 unit.

PG216: Topics in Brazilian Culture: This course will explore Brazilian authors, genres, literary periods, cinema or cultural trends at the introductory level.  The structure of this course is determined by the nature or the topic and the preference of instructor.  This course will be conducted in English or Portuguese, at instructor discretion.  May be taught in Brazil. (Not offered 2020-2021) 1 unit
PG298: Accelerate Portuguese Language Abroad.  This course is an intensive introduction to Portuguese language for both students who have some prior (elementary) knowledge of Portuguese language as well as those students who have no prior experience with Portuguese but have a keen and dedicated interest in the language.  This off-campus course will allow students to participate in language study at one of two levels depending on the scores obtained in a language placement exam and the number of students enrolled in the program.  Through accelerated language study in the four modalities – speaking ,listening, reading, and writing – and home stays with Brazilian families, students will acquire an intermediate to advanced level in Brazilian Portuguese.  This on-unit course, in addition to the half-block and extended format courses, each on-half unit, approved will allow students to complete the all-college language requirement of two units of language study through a combination of off and on campus study.  1 unit (Not offered 2020-2021)
PG298 Accelerated Portuguese Language This course is an intensive introduction to Portuguese language for both students who have some prior (elementary) knowledge of Portuguese language as well as those students who have no prior experience with Portuguese but have a keen and dedicated interest in the language. Through accelerated language study in the four modalities—speaking, listening, reading, and writing—students will gain elementary level skills (the equivalent of two blocks in one).  (Not offered 2020-2021) 1 unit.  

PG299: Accelerated Portuguese.  Offers Romance language-speaking students the opportunity to study Portuguese language at an accelerated pace. Emphasizes the development of speaking, listening, reading and writing skills beyond the elementary level and incorporates readings and discussion on topics in Lusophone cultures. Prerequisite: PG 101, French, Italian, or Spanish 305 or consent of instructor half-block. (Not offered 2020-2021) .5 unit 
PG300:  Portuguese for Spanish-speakers.  This course is designed for students who are either native speakers of Spanish or those who have studied Spanish through the intermediate level.  This course will rely upon the linguistic skills attained by Spanish-speakers to introduce grammatical structures and vocabulary at an accelerated pace.  The focus of the course will be on communication within Brazilian Portuguese including speaking, listening, writing, and reading.  Using a communicative and context-based methodology this course will take students through the intermediate level of Portuguese and prepare them for more advanced language study.  Prerequisite:   PG101, SP201, placement into SP305 or COI.  1 unit. -- Wood
PG301 Review of Language with Emphasis on Civilizations and Cultures of the Portuguese-speaking Regions. Prerequisite: Consent of instructor and Portuguese 300. .25 unit.

PG302 Review of Language with Emphasis on Civilizations and Cultures of the Portuguese-speaking Regions. Prerequisite: Consent of instructor and Portuguese 300. .25 unit. Department.

PG305:  Cultural Context and Written Expression.  Advanced composition and conversation practice through the study of literary and cultural texts of the Portuguese-speaking world. Thematic and regional emphases will vary by instructor and year.  Prerequisite:  PG300 or COI. (not offered 2020-2021)1 unit 
PG307: Lusophone Language and Cultures.  Introduction to one or several Lusophone countries through Portuguese language study and their cultural productions, such as film, art, music, and literature.  Ordinarily taught as part of a foreign study program.  1 unit..  Taught in Brazil as part of the CC in Latin America Program  -- Wood
PG308 “Culture and Languages Across the Curriculum in Portuguese.” This course may be taught in the Spanish and Portuguese Department or cross-listed in another Program or Department. The course must include some readings/discussion in Spanish and written assignments will be produced in Portuguese. Cross-lists must be approved by Spanish and Portuguese Department. Topics will vary depending on instructor.Prerequisite:PG300.--1unit.Oliveira


PG309: Independent Reading.  This independent study is designed for students majoring in Romance Languages and/or students completing the Luso-Brazilian Studies thematic minor.  Departmental consent.  1 unit. -- Wood
PG310:  Accelerated Portuguese II.  Designed to build on the half-block course PG299, this course offers Portuguese language students the opportunity to advance their language skills beyond the elementary level.  Emphasis on the development of speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills beyond the elementary level.  Incorporates readings and discussion on topics in Lusophone culture.  Prerequisite:  PG101 and PG299 or COI. (Not offered 2020-2021) .5 unit 
PG315: Afro-Brazilian Cultures in Brazil.  This thematic course will be taught in northeastern Brazil and explores the history and culture of the nation from a multidisciplinary perspective. The course focuses on the particular configuration of race relations in Bahia and the formation of Afro-Brazilian identity and its cultural expressions from a variety of historical and contemporary perspectives with the objective of providing the tools for critical assessment of complex social and cultural relations.  In addition to course discussions led by the professor, students will have the opportunity to meet with local faculty and experts in the fields of Afro-Brazilian religions, Afro-Brazilian performing arts, and Afro-Brazilian history while on site in Salvador, Brazil.  .5 units (Not offered 2020-2021)

PG316: Topics in Brazilian Culture

This course will explore Brazilian authors, genres, literary periods, cinema or cultural trends. The structure of this course is determined by the nature or the topic and preference of instructor. This course will be conducted in English or Portuguese, at instructor discretion. May be taught in Brazil.  1 unit, Prerequisite: PG 101. 
PG320 – Topics in Lusophone Culture: Study of culture, genres, art, film or literature of one or more Portuguese-speaking countries or region. (Not offered 2020-2021) 1 unit 
