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Keynote Speaker

Dr. Jessi L. Smith

Vice Provost & Associate Vice Chancellor for
Research, Research Integrity Officer, and
Professor of Psychology

Lab Rats and Lab Mates:
The Motivational Push and Pull of Undergraduate
Research Experience

Faculty research labs are essential to inspiring their
students’ passion for discovery and innovation. That lab
setting is a vibrant and immersive “microculture” where
students exchange ideas, norms, and values with their
fellow lab mates and faculty mentors. In this presentation,
we will learn how the undergraduate research experience is a key social context in which students
come to understand what it means to be a researcher. We will review findings from a series of
national longitudinal and experimental studies with over 1,000 undergraduates to illustrate how the
research experience pushes and pulls students’ identity-development, motivation, and career
aspirations. We end by reviewing evidence-based strategies for creating and sustaining an inclusive
and diverse research microculture to shape the next generation of scholars and advance the frontiers
of knowledge.




COLORADO
COLLEGE

From Left: Basimah Curry, Cerella Zhao, Luke Bleckman, Isabella Hageman, Denise
Benitez, Riley Hester, Gina Lynch, Jack Higgins, Fargol Yeganeh Fathi, Violet Datcu, Luca
Pieretti, Annie Seymour
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Virtual Bonds, Real Effects: Female Otome Game
Players” Self-Perceptions and Empowerment
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Exploring Laughter as a Catalyst for Constructive
Conflict Resolution ir
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Exploring Decision Raversibility Through College Grade Track Changes

Analyzing the Interaction of Gender, Race, and Perfecticnism
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impact of Coming Qut Experience on Attachment
Moaderated by Percaived Peer Support
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