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COLORADO COLLEGE RECEIVES $1 MILLION GRANT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE CURRICULUM

Mellon Foundation Humanities for All Times grant funds
social justice-oriented curriculum, supports CC’s antiracism commitment
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – Feb. 3, 2021 – Colorado College has been selected as one of the recipients of The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation’s Humanities for All Times grant. 

CC will receive $1,024,000 over three years for its project “Humanities for Our Times: From Epistemologies and Methodologies to Liberatory Creative Practices and Social Justice,” which supports professional development for humanities faculty to teach students about social-justice issues, and also give them the tools to tackle injustices head-on. It supports the college’s ongoing work toward becoming an antiracist institution. 

According to the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, these grants will support the development of new social justice-oriented humanities curricula to equip students with the skills and knowledge they need to make the world a more just and equitable place. The funding is intended to help meet college undergraduates’ growing interest in social justice by supporting projects that teach humanities skills and methods necessary for transformational change.

Claire Oberon Garcia, CC professor of English for 30 years, and the project’s principal investigator, said this project and the funding that will help support it represent “an exciting new chapter in CC’s response to student demands for an inclusive, relevant, and empowering liberal arts education.” 
“This grant will provide students, staff, and faculty in the humanities with opportunities to interact with ideas and people, past and present, who are working for justice and respect for all human beings,” Garcia said. The first activities of the grant will start in Summer 2022 with two Equity and Power faculty seminars and end with a conference in Summer 2024.
About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. In 1970 the college created the Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,300 undergraduate students take one class at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. A master of arts in teaching degree also is offered.  Creativity & Innovation, The Arts at CC – which also emcompasses the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center at Colorado College – and the college’s antiracism commitment are among key initiatives. For more information, visit www.coloradocollege.edu
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