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CC Professor Who Was In Japan During the 2011 Tsunami

Brings Poignant ‘Voices from Japan’ to Colorado College

Exhibit, Programs, Concerts Bring ‘Voices from Japan’ to Life   
Colorado Springs, CO. – March 6, 2013 – Colorado College Professor Joan Ericson was on sabbatical in Japan when the most powerful earthquake ever known to hit Japan occurred on March 11, 2011. The earthquake and resulting tsunami caused widespread devastation, including meltdowns at a nuclear power plant complex that forced massive evacuations.  
Ericson, who teaches Japanese literature, language and culture courses at Colorado College, was deeply affected by the natural and man-made disasters she witnessed, and knew she wanted to do something to help.
“We watched TV coverage in real time, horrified and helpless by the deluge,” Ericson said. “Along with the rest of the Japanese population, we donated funds through the Japanese Red Cross, reduced power usage even during the hot summer months, and my husband went to volunteer in the Tohoku area when the opportunity arose. However, we wanted to do more.”
Fast-forward to Spring 2013, two years after the Japanese disaster. Ericson, working with IDEA Space Curator Jessica Hunter-Larsen, is commemorating the 2011 tsunami through an exhibition and series of lectures, films, concerts and panel discussions that run from March 25 through April 6 in a variety of locations on the Colorado College campus. All the events are free and open to the public.
The main exhibit, “Voices from Japan: Perspectives on Disaster and Hope,” opens with a reception and gallery talk at 6 p.m., Monday, March 25 in the IDEA Space, located in the Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave. This traveling multimedia group exhibition, developed in response to the earthquakes, tsunami and nuclear disasters in Japan’s Tohoku region in Spring 2011, includes 100 tanka (31-syllable Japanese poems) composed by survivors of the disasters.

Ericson, who is bilingual and bicultural as a result of being raised in Japan, was one of three Japanese literature specialists asked to translate the poets’ voices into English. The exhibition of the poems and other related art, assembled by Isao Tsujimoto, director of the Studio for Cultural Exchange in Japan, opened last summer at the Cathedral of Saint John the Divine in New York, and was attended by thousands of visitors. Since then, variations of the exhibit have been shown in Washington, D. C., California and Japan.
The exhibition at Colorado College also includes photographs by Magdalena Sole, photo collages by Saori and Yoshihito Sasaguchi, calligraphy by Kanji Chiba and a film about the aftermath of the disaster by Joe Krakora and Ellen Bryant.  

There are new additions to the exhibit at Colorado College, such as a dance by Colorado College students, choreographed by Dance Artist-in-Residence Patrizia Herminjard.

Of special note is art work created in the aftermath of the Waldo Canyon Fire of the summer of 2012 by citizens of Colorado Springs. This collection will be exhibited in a room adjacent to the IDEA Space. In response to a call made through Colorado Springs Together, local residents have submitted poetry, photos and wall hangings to be displayed during the duration of the exhibit.

“There’s a long history of people responding to disaster through literature and art,” Ericson noted.  “I wanted to show that even though our communities are far apart, survivors of the Waldo Canyon Fire can share a sense of horror followed by hope with the Japanese survivors of the earthquake, tsunami and nuclear meltdown.”
Other “Voices from Japan: Perspectives on Disaster and Hope” events at Colorado College include:
Monday, March 25, 2013, 11:15 a.m., Armstrong Hall, 14 E. Cache La Poudre St.  
“Tapestries of Apocalypse: From Angers to "Nausicaa" and Beyond” by Susan Napier, professor of the Japanese Program at Tufts University. This First Mondays event is sponsored by the Gaylord Endowment for Pacific Areas Studies Annual Lecture, the NEH Professorships and Asian Student Organization. 

Monday, March 25, 2013, 4 p.m., Film Screening Room, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Art Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave.
Screening of the anime film “Ponyo” with an introduction by Susan Napier
“Ponyo” is a 2008 Japanese animated fantasy written and directed by Hayao Miyazaki of Studio Ghibli. 

Tuesday, March 26, 2013, 4 p.m., Film Screening Room, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Art Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave.
Witnessing the Aftermath: A Panel Discussion

Witnesses to the aftermath of Tohoku region earthquake, tsunami and nuclear disasters share their memories and responses. The panel includes Colorado College student Matthew Beck, who volunteered in the region following the tsunami; Rev. Jim Peterson, based in Tokyo; Michael Bosack, a member of the 2012 Japanese Leadership Delegation that visited the tsunami zone; and Ibuki Suda, a Japanese teenager who lived and volunteered in one of the shelters after her family evacuated their home.

Wednesday, March 27, 2013, 4 p.m., Film Screening Room, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Art Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave.
“Voices from Japan” Translated: A Panel Discussion

Discussion and translation of the tanka poems from the “Voices from Japan” exhibit. The panel includes geologist and poet Fujiko Suda and the three specialists in Japanese literature who translated the poems into English: Ericson, Laurel Rasplica Rodd from the University of Colorado—Boulder and Amy Heinrich from Columbia University.
Thursday, March 28, 2013, 4 p.m., Film Screening Room, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Art Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave.
Literature in Times of Disaster: A Panel Discussion

Expression can be the hope found in disaster. This program explores literature written in the wake of disaster. Panelists include poetry translators Laurel Rasplica Rodd (CU-Boulder), Amy Heinrich (Columbia University), CC English Professor Jane Hilberry and CC Associate Religion Professor David Gardiner. The program also features poetry written in response to the Waldo Canyon Fire, including poems by Hilberry and Colorado Poet Laureate and CC English Professor David Mason.

Friday, March 29, 2013, 4 p.m., Film Screening Room, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Art Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave.
Geology of the Region: A Panel Discussion

Discussion focused on history and state of geology in the Tohoku region. Panelists include Fujiko Suda, Japanese geologist and poet; and CC Associate Geology Professor Megan Anderson.   

Saturday, March 30, 2013, 3-6 p.m., Film Screening Room, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Art Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave.
Reconstruction of Tohoku Region: Screening of Two Films 

“Can You See Our Lights? First Festival after the Tsunami”
東日本大震災 「東北　夏祭り　～鎮魂と絆と～」
The film is in Japanese with English subtitles. 

"Fukushima Hula Girls”

がんばっぺ フラガール！　～フクシマに生きる。彼女たちのいま～
The film is in Japanese with English subtitles. Co-sponsored by the Consulate-General of Japan in Denver.
Saturday, March 30, 2013, 7 p.m., Packard Hall, 5 W. Cache La Poudre St.
Sounds of “Voices from Japan”: Concert

Musical performance by international trio, Donna Tatsuki (vocalist), Kanji Wakiyama (pianist, composer), and Claudia Pintaudi (harpist) including the world premier of a song sequence based on a selection of poetry from "Voices from Japan.” A reception will follow in Packard Hall lobby.

Sunday, March 31, 2013, 3 p.m., Packard Hall, 5 W. Cache La Poudre St.
Sounds of “Voices from Japan”: Concert

Musical performance by international trio, Donna Tatsuki (vocalist), Kanji Wakiyama (Pianist, Composer), and Claudia Pintaudi (harpist) including the world premier of a song sequence based on a selection of poetry from “Voices from Japan.” A reception will follow in the Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Art Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave.
Thursday, April 4, 2013, 4 p.m., Film Screening Room, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Art Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave.

Environmental Ethics: A Panel Discussion
Discussion focused on environmental ethics in Japan and the United States. Panelists include Associate Philosophy Professor Marion Hourdequin and James Wilkinson, environmental engineer, who was teaching at Keio University in Tokyo at the time of the disasters.
For directions or disability accommodation at the events, members of the public may call (719) 389-6607.

About Colorado College
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