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COLORADO COLLEGE CLIMBS FOUR SPOTS
TO PLACE 6th ON PEACE CORPS SERVICE LIST
This year’s standing marks CC’s highest placement ever
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – Feb. 5, 2013 – Colorado College has placed sixth among the Peace Corps top volunteer-producing colleges, the highest the college has ever been ranked. CC moved up four notches in the small school category from its 10th place position last year, marking the third consecutive year that CC has placed among the top 10 schools in its category.

 “For the past few years Colorado College has steadily climbed its way up the list of top producing colleges,” said Mike McKay, the Peace Corps Southwest regional manager. “This school is always providing highly qualified and competitive applicants who are committed to serving in their local communities and communities abroad.”

 CC currently has 18 undergraduate alumni serving overseas in 13 host countries. Since the Peace Corps’ inception in 1961, a total 357 Colorado College alumni have joined its ranks.
President Jill Tiefenthaler notes that given Colorado College’s commitment to service and the liberal arts, it comes as no surprise that many graduates go on to join the Peace Corps. “Many of our students tell us that they want to make a positive difference in the world through public service,” she said. “I’m delighted that we attract this type of student, and that the college’s commitment to service and emphasis on the liberal arts has resulted in well-prepared graduates who are eager to serve worldwide.”

Colorado College’s previous highest showing was in the seventh place slot in 2007.

The Peace Corps ranks its top volunteer-producing schools annually according to the size of the student body. Small colleges are those with fewer than 5,000 undergraduates; medium-size schools are those with between 5,001 and 15,000 undergraduates; and large institutions are those with more than 15,000 undergraduates. 

This year Gonzaga University ranked first among small schools, with 24 alumni serving. Western Washington University finished first among medium schools with 73 volunteers. In the category of large universities, the University of Washington and the University of Florida both have 107 volunteers serving. 

The Peace Corps’s 2013 list of top volunteer-producing schools was released Feb. 5. Today, 8,073 volunteers are working with local communities in 76 host countries in agriculture, community economic development, education, environment, health and youth in development. More than 210,000 Americans have served in 139 host countries since the inception of the Peace Corps.
About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. The college operates on the innovative Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,000 undergraduate students study one course at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. The college also offers a master of arts in teaching degree. For more information, visit www.ColoradoCollege.edu <http://www.ColoradoCollege.edu>.

