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 ‘OFF TOPIC’ IS MOST TOPICAL, RELEVANT PLACE TO BE,

 SAYS CO-HOST OF NEW KRCC SHOW
 New KRCC show ‘unprecedented collaboration’ between station, CC faculty

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – March 11, 2013 – Have you ever considered your Facebook page as your tombstone? You might after the first episode of “Off Topic,” an unprecedented collaboration between KRCC, Colorado College’s NPR-member station, and members of the Colorado College faculty.

Hosted by Assistant English Professor Steven Hayward and Associate Sociology Professor Katherine Giuffre, the weekly talk show launches at 7 p.m., Friday, March 15, with an episode called “Death in the Digital Age,” a production by Craig Richardson and Jake Brownell at the Tim Gill Center for Public Media.
 

The new show features talks with some of Colorado College’s and the region’s foremost thinkers and innovators. “We know the show will be deeply satisfying for all who are lifelong learners, especially if you like to laugh,” says KRCC Program Director Jeff Bieri.

 
“The intention of the show is to constellate ideas through witty, vibrant conversation and to provide a space for Kathy (Giuffre) and myself to explore issues and ideas in greater depth and from a perspective often absent from the popular media. Sometimes to get the whole story, you need to go off topic, which is something that the show is not afraid to do,” Hayward says. “In fact, that is what the show is all about. Quite often, in this digitized, fragmentary world, off topic is the most topical, the most relevant place to be.”

Before coming to Colorado College, Hayward co-hosted Cleveland’s WJCU's show “Wordplay,” which focused on literature and poetry. He also appeared frequently on Regina Brett’s “The Sound of Ideas” for the call-ins that had to do with writing, publishing and the arts.


Additionally, KRCC’s remote studio at the Ivywild performance space is underway. The new space will provide a venue for local musicians, poets and performers to share their work. The station is not moving to Ivywild; they are building a satellite studio to allow KRCC the opportunity to share more of what they already have been broadcasting on the radio to live audiences. The new venue, which will be available for a public tour from noon to 5 p.m., Saturday, April 20, will allow the local community to become a part of the live radio broadcast.

The station hopes to have intimate conversations and performances in front of audiences at Ivywild while also broadcasting to its larger listening audience in Southern Colorado and Northern New Mexico in real time. KRCC already has lined up two local CD release parties, a blues recording project to benefit the Pikes Peak Blues Community and several national solo acts to play the venue in a regular concert setting.

The concept of public radio stations having performance spaces that allow for recording and broadcast is not new – eTown in Boulder recently renovated a nearly 100-year-old church and built the eTown Hall, and WXPN in Philadelphia opened a second World Café performance space in the Queens Theater in Delaware, two high-profile examples of the many public broadcast facilities nationwide that are including community in their broadcast endeavors.


KRCC is a National Public Radio member station, and an affiliate station of Rocky Mountain Community Radio, Public Radio International, American Public Media, the Public Radio Exchange and the country’s oldest national public radio network, Pacifica. Currently, the station is heard in Westcliffe, Gardner, Limon, Manitou Springs, Trinidad, Buena Vista, Salida, Villa Grove, Canon City, Colorado Springs, La Junta, Raton, N.M., and globally online at www.krcc.org.


Specific frequencies are:

91.5   FM/HD Colorado Springs / Pueblo

88.5   Westcliffe / Gardner

89.1   La Junta (KECC)

89.9   Limon 

90.1   Manitou Springs

91.1   Trinidad–Downtown

91.7   Trinidad / Raton, NM (KCCS)

91.5   Lake George /Hartsel

94.1    Walsenburg /La Veta

95.7   Buena Vista /Salida /Villa Grove

105.7   Canon City

About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. The college operates on the innovative Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,000 undergraduate students study one course at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. The college also offers a master of arts in teaching degree. For more information, visit www.ColoradoCollege.edu <http://www.ColoradoCollege.edu>.

