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Venture Grant Proposal
September 12, 2004

The current state of neuroscientific inquiry is the culmination of nearly 400 years
of biologic and philosophic investigation. In the true spirit of science, and in an attempt
to stay abreast with the most recent findings, scientists from around the globe will
assemble in San Diego this October 23-27" to take part in the Socicty for Neuroscience’s
(SFN) annual meeting. This year’s mecting will greet rﬁore than thirty thousand scientists
to 28 symposia, 12 special lectures and nearly sixteen thousand abstracts. One of the
posters presented at this year’s conference will come ffom the Colorado College
Laboratory of Quantitative Neuromorphology. As a co-author of this paper, I ask the
Dean’s Advisory Committee to award Venture Grant funds so that I can attend the
conference and present this research on the days October 23-25",

The Colorado College offers a unique opportuﬁity for undergraduates to
collaborate with professors throughout the entire process of scientific inquiry. For years,
Bob Jacobs, the principle investigator in the Laboratory of Quantitative
Neuromorphology, has utilized this collaboration to foster maturity in thought, diligence,
and attention to detail in the undergraduates he collaborates with. This year’s research,
titled “Regional Dendritic Variation in Human Insular Cortex: A Quantitative Golgi
Study”, elucidated the variation in dendritic structure for neurons in insular cortex in
heatthy humans, and compared dendritic structures across all areas of the neo-cortex. Hyo
1.ee, the first author of this paper and a recent Colorado College graduate, has registered

this research into this year’s SFN annual meeting. As co-author of this paper, my



attendance at the SFN conference is an opportunity to extend the college’s desire to
create thoughtful, diligent, and mature thinkers, adequately equipped to communicate
their ideas. My attendance at the SFN conference will also facilitate my own thesis
research, which will explore similar aspects of the insular cortex, by exposing me to
current research in quantitative neuromorphology, and by exposing me to the context
within which nry thesis research exists.

Upon my retumn from the conference, I plan to present my experience in a variety
of ways. The poster presented at the conference will hang in Tutt science center for the
duration of the semester. The new Neuroscience Club on campus will provide an
exccllent forum for me to share with my young scientist peers what I have leamned about
the state of the field. Additionally, I plan to present the findings of my own thesis
research at this year’s Psychology Day, as well as to the members of the Neuroscience
Club. Lastly, I plan to encourage my peers to take advantage of the college’s recourses,
particularly student-professor collaborations.

Cognizant of the budget constraints of most students, the SFN offers housing and
registration fees at reduced rates. The following list itemizes the requested funding
necessary to attend the conference.

1. Airfare: (America West, round trip) $362.00

2. Room* (Hotel): $80 (plus 13% city tax) per night, 2 nights $180.80

3. Board: $25 per day, 3 days $75

4. Rcgstration: $80 $80

Total Requested: $697.80

*The amount reflects the discount by sharing a room with another conference attendee. It is originally $160

per night for a double occupancy.



