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I wish to major in Liberal Arts & Sciences. I'understand that my courses of study within this major mus:
be supported and approved by three facujtv SPONSQIs, one of whom is my principal sponsor and academic
adviser. The project or thesis must be evaluated by all faculty sponsors. The approval of the Dean’s
Advisory Committee is necessary for final acceptance of my plan of study within the major; and I further
understand that, to make changes in the approved plan, I must have the agreement of each faculry
Sponsor.

(Please submit 8 copies of this application and your Liberal Arts & Sciences proposal to the Adviscry
Committee no later than the second semester of your sophomore year. The Advisory Committee will not
consider your application until the completed proposal - including faculty recommendations - has been

received.)
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This form must be signed by three faculty members who are full-time or adjunct faculty members who
will be here (to the best of their knowledge) while the student is completing the major. Return to the
Office of the Assistant Dean of the College, along with a description of the major and the required
courses. The Assistant Dean will notify both student and sponsors of acceptance or rejection of the

of adviser must be approved by the Advisory Comumittee, upon submission of a letter from the adviser.)
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To the Sponsors: Your signature indicates approval of the proposed major. Please comment on this
proposal in a brief letter to the Advisorv Committee under separate cover. Please indicate your
familiarity with the student’s past academic performance and comment on his/her ability to carry out a
program which requires an unusual amount of independence and responsibility. (Please note: Sponsors
should submit a final Teport to the Advisorv Committee, evaluating what the student has accomplished
in the major.)
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(Note: only between 9 and 14 units can be counted for the major.) .
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(Be sure to list General Studies GS 400-401 if you plan to get units of credit for your thesis.)
GCS HOC Senior thesx /
Total number of units to be counted toward the major: } g

Other Requirements: Please indicate the content of your proposed thesis. In addition, the application
should be accompanied by a typewritten description of the concentration proposed, that is, a rationale
demonstrating the cohesiveness of the proposed program of courses. The student should also explain why
the proposed goals of the major cannot be achieved through a departmental major or through outside
courses taken in addition to the requirement of a departmental major.

Assistant Dean of the College

Signature

NOTE:

This completed application must be in the Assistant Dean of the College’s office by 5:00 p.m., the second
Friday of the block in order to be considered at that block’s meeting. The Dean’s Advisory Committee

meets the 3rd Thursday of each block.
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Liberal Arts and Sciences Major Proposal

L

In a changing worid, choosing an academic field which
will be userful after graduatlon and in the Years to come is
difficult. It is also important to narrow the scope of an
area of study in order to know eéverything in that field.

The history of Russia was remarkable, the present State
of Russia is chaotic, and the future is unknown. 2 major
focused on the literature, language, Culture, and history of
Russia woulgd allow for Complete comprehension of a specific
but important part of our worilgd and allow for future
interaction with the peoples of Russia.

My proposed major could be titled Russian Studies.

This would include language, literature, culture, and
history. These areas of study, when compiled together will
Create a well rounded knowledge of the peoples who created
Russia, who are fiving there now, and who wWill comprise that
country in the future.

It is evident that fhere is a need for Specialists in
this field. with the new openness between our countries,
the current State of Russia, and its unknown future,
Russia's door is opPeén and its people are welcoming those who
are eager to help.

As stated before, my studies will concentrate on the
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Russian language, literature, culture, ang history of

peoples past ang Present. The Classes which 7 have already

Language
RU 212 Intermediate Russian 7171: This course continues
grammar ﬁractice while increasing Vocabulary. 1t also

begins to teach more conversationai language skills.

RU 306 Advanceg Russian I71: This course focuses mainly
on the mastering of grammar while continuing with building

Vocabulary in conversational Contexts.

(The following four Classes involve continued practice in

language while Studying literature and/or culture.)

RU 320 ang 325 Topics in Russian Language ang Culture:
This class, taught by a visiting Russian actor, puts on a
well known Russian Play. The most bpertinent aspects of this
class in accordance with my major are the continued practice
Oof pronunciation Skills of the Russian language,
familiarizing myself with Russian drama and in particular
with Chekhov's art, and getting to know the instructors.
Each instructor has worked ang lived in Russia for the
majority of their 1ives. They are as good an example of

Russian culture as the people living there now. Through the
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teachers intentional and unintentional €Xamples of Russian
nuances and customs one can learn a great deal of Russian
culture. This class was taken twice, each time with a

different instructor and play.

RU 311 and 312 Studies in the Russian Far East: This
study was done in the City of Magadan, Russia. It is a
small city in the FarfEast of Russia. I was offered = job
as a Ehglish?teacher in a high school in a small town just
outside of Magadan. When living there it was mandatory that
I continue studying the language due to the communication
difficulties. It’was also unavoidable to see every bit of
the Russian customs and ways of life. The three months I
spent there increased my language skills quickly and
dramatically while also giving me a definite sense of the
bresent day Russian culture. Besides living and working in
Russia, I also used my opportunity to research some of the
literature which came out of the forced labor camps, which
were geographicélly vVery close to the city of Magadan. The

two books which I will Soon complete a paper on are, Kolyma

Tales by Shalamov, and The Gulag Archipelago by
ASolzhenitsyn. Both books are well known and respected for

their accounts of the forced labor camps.

Literature

RU 255 18th Century Russian Literature: This class

e€xplores the works of probably the most well known writers,
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such as; Tolstoy, Chekhov, Dostoevsky, Pushkin, Gogol,
Turgenev, ang Lermontov. This class gives a soung footing

to continue the study of Russian Writers.

RU 256 20th Century Russian Literature: This class
€Xplores the WOrks of more modern angd less known Writers

such as Solzhenitzyn, and Bulgakov. It also includes

writings.

RU 201 The art Of Chekhov: This class reads and
discusses Solely Chekhov. From his €arly days as a
struggling humor Columnist tog his Successful days of short
Stories ang Plays. 1t also covers his life history which
includes 3 trip to a forced 1abor camp which had great

impact on Chekhov's writings ang his 1ire.
RU 351 Dostoevsky in Translation: I have yet to take
this ci1ass but as the title States, it isg about Dostoevsky.

Dostoevsky's major works and life history wiiz be covered in

this class. DostoeVSky also had dealings with the forced
and Writings.

History
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Ancient ang Imperial Russia: I have yet to take this
class. As the title States, thisg history ci1ass wWill cover
the early days of Russia up to the Soviet reign. Although 1
Know little of this era Now, most of the nNineteenthp Century
literature came from thig era, most notably the WOrks of

Chekhov ang Dostoevsky. This is a tyo block class.

Thesis

GS 400 Senior‘Thesis: As it is already evident in the
description of Some of my courses, forced labor camps hag a
great influence on many of the Russian Writers. Two

specifically, Dostoevsky and Chekhov. Their lives ang works

literature of two of the dreatest Russian writers and to the
history of’Russia, I propose to eXplore as my thesis; the
history of these camps from mid Nineteenth century up to the
twentieth century. The wWorks of Dostoevsky ang Chekhov in
the years pPrior to their éXperiences with these camps. The
€Xperiencesg end Personal accounts of these two writers while
living or visiting these camps. The dramatic changes which
Occurred in both writers works as a result of their
eXperiences. Ang T Vill try to relate their eXperiences
with my own impressions Of that part of Russia.

I am also hoping (funds pending) to return to Magadan
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and conduct an extensive study of the documents I can find
in Magadan and perhaps travel along the very roag from
Magadan to the Kolyma region that so many people
involuntarily traveled. 1TIn the Kolyma region 71 could have a
first hand 1look af the remnants of what is left of these
camps .

RU 401 Independent Reading: This independent reading

will be taken theiblock Preceding my thesis block. In this

and the works of the wWriters before the camps. I would then
continue'to study their accounts of the camps and the
literature which resulted after the experience in the camps.
This class would eénable me to begin the necessary readings
under the supervision of Alexsei Pavlenko, Russian

professor.

The reason why I chose to Create my own major is
because at this time there is no Russian major. I am aware
©of the high probability of a Russian major exXisting in the
following year, but due to the uncertainty of this in my
earlier years of Study, at this time I would be unable to
fulrill a11 requirements of this major by the end of my
senior year. I am also very eager to exXplore my thesis
which, under a Russian major, would not be required. Aalso
the creation of this major would enable me to focus on the

areas of Russian culture and literature which interest me

e et e et b ket sk £t L
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most, mainly literature, Siberia, and the Russian Far East.
I feel the creation of this major is by no means less work
than the proposed Russian major for next year and it also
allows me to specialize and focus on the areas which

interest me most.



