Rockies Baseline
Vital Signs for a Region in Transition
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Every year, the Colorado College State of the Rockies
Report Card presents the “Rockies Baseline,” show-
ing key economic and demographic “vital signs.” These
statistics are compared at the state, regional, and na-
tional level, thus distilling similarities and uniquenesses
between the Rockies and the U.S. as a whole. Further,
many statistics are provided for both 2006 and 2000,
showing changes and potential trends.

This year’s Rockies Baseline tells a familiar story. The
West is growing: population increased 15 percent since
2000, compared to 6 percent nationally. The West is
diverse: 28 percent of the population speak a language
other than English; as a percent of total population, there
are four times as many Native Americans in the Rockies
than the U.S.; and 22 percent of the population identifies
itself as either Hispanic or Latino. The West is thriving

economically: between 2000 and 2006, jobs in all oc-
cupations grew 18 percent — twice the national pace.
These statistics, and the others shown in the Rockies
Baseline, depict a region that is an exciting place to be,
and with its own unique challenges.

The trends and statistics depicted in the Rockies Base-
line not only serve as a snapshot, but also a glimpse at
the curves in the road ahead for this rapidly changing
region.

All data, unless otherwise noted, comes from the 2000
Census and the 2006 American Community Survey,
both of which were conducted by the U.S. Census Bu-
reau. The data are available at www.census.gov/.

About the author: Chris Jackson (Colorado College, ‘06) is co-editor of the State of the Rockies Report Card, and
program coordinator for the Colorado College State of the Rockies Project.
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Population & Age, 2006
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Housing Units, 2006
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Income, 2006
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2006 Foreign Born Population, Citizenship Status,
and Year of Entry
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Percentage of 5 o 5 5

Population 25 | & % £ £

and Older Who | £ £ S|181l& (&

at least = § = § 8“ Sﬁ - -

“Slesl el gle |2

— 50 17} 17}
EE|2E| &4 |2glis
c 2 29 2 2] [<IRSY e

35|25 o | ¢ |£7]&

=2 | =2 g S = -

e B, | S| 3 o 1S 5]

TS| ES| 5|5 |g |¢

- = < < < <

51 e M m |2 3

£ £ < <

= < = =
United States 84% | 80% | 27% [ 24% | 10% | 9%
Rockies 86% | 84% | 27% | 25% | 10% | 9%
-Arizona 84% | 81% | 26% [ 24% | 9% | 8%
-Colorado 88% | 87% | 34% [ 33% | 12% | 11%
-Idaho 87% | 85% | 23% [ 22% | 7%| 7%
-Montana 90% | 87% | 27% | 24% | 8% | 7%
-Nevada 84% | 81% | 21% [ 18% | 7% | 6%
-New Mexico | 82% | 79% | 25% | 24% | 11% | 10%
-Utah 90% | 88% | 29% | 26% | 9% 8%
-Wyoming 90% | 88% | 23% [ 22% | 7% | 7%

RockIEs BASELINE

Percentage of Population 25 and Older Who at Least
Graduated High School, 2006
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Home Values & Costs, 2006
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Median Home Value, 2006
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Hispanic or Latino, 2006
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H The United States
Employment by Occupation, 2006 Employment by Occapation, 2006
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Employment by Industry, 2006
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